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PREFACE 


Ew Authors do agree about the 
true definition of Marriage. 
Charron, in his book of Wiſdom, calls 
it a wiſe Bargain, and an honourable 
Contract; others, more Critical, tell 
us that it is a name importing noth- 
Ing but meer dlavery and Bondage, 
a Soctety of evils and troubles. I 
think it not worth the while to exa- 
mine the ſeveral Opinions about the 
right Definition of it, much leſs to 
| paſs my cenſure upon the ſentiments 
| of any man.[ ſlall content my ſelf with 
the Definition commonly approved by 
all the jud icious Civilians, which ſay 

| that Marriage is no other thing than 
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Ew Authors do.a gre - he as 
true. defirtition . c "f Marriage. 
,harron, in his book-of Wiſdotnyi calls © © 

it awiſe Bargain, - and an honourable |.» 

Contratt; others, more Critical, tall  * 

' us that it is a-name importing; \ ny 

ing but meer. Slavery and _ 

4 "Society of evils 'and troubles. b; 

think it not worth the while! to:ax@._ ©. 

mine the ſeveral. Opinions ahout the 
right Defmition of it, \niuch - leſs t# '_ - 
paſs my cenſure upon the ſentiments . 5Y or 
of any man.7 ſtall conthnt my ſeif with © 
the.Definition | | T3 ; 
af the jud icious Crotlians,. which\fay 
that Marriage is. no WAA 
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The Preface. 


an holy unidn of the man with the 
woman, which cannot be difſolved, 
but by the death of the one or the 
other, Matrimonium eſt. viri & 
mulieris conjunCtio, individuam vi- 
tz ſocietatem continens. 

It is the firſt and moſt honours- 
ble of all other States aud (dudi- 
tions in the World, ſeeing it ders 
veth its inflitution from no other 
than from the the Supream Author 
of Nature. It is alſo the moſt ex- 
fenfrvely profitable, ſeeing that it 
is the foundation of all humane ſocie- 
ty, the riſe of families, and confe- 
quently the off-ſpring of Common- 
wealths and Kingdoms. Prima 1o- 
cietas in coniugio eſt, quod prin- 
cipium Urbis, ſeminarium Reipub- 
lice. And although the holy and 
eruly Catholick Church never reckoned 
it in the mumber of Sacraments, 
yet was it ever eftcemed as a ſacred 
ordinance, ſecing it was inflitnted 
by God bimſelf, in the Paradiſe of 
Eden, and thay the Strond _— 


.” 
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| 
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Thee Preface. | 
of Deity, being manifeſted in the fleſh, 
did not only vouchſafe to honour it 
with his preſence, but alſo with his 
firſt miracle; | "ET 
But althoughMarriage be Common 
to all the Nations in the World, yet 
it is not regulated by the ſame Laws, 
nor celebrated in the ſame Forms 
and Ceremonies, they varying accord-. 
ing to the diverſity of Religions and. 
Nations, Amongſt Chriſtians Mar ri« 
age is wery ſtritt ' aud ſevere, one 
man being allowed but one woman: 
But amongft the greateſt part of other 
Religions, Polygamy and Divorce are 
commonly eproved of and prattiſed, 
to the end ( as they ſay) that Mar- 
riage be leſs cumberſom, more free 
and more fruitful. But uotwithſtand- 
ing the great variety of Laws and 
Ceremonies uſed amongſt ſo many  dif- ' 
ferent Nations, yet there 1s never 


a Nation under the Cope of Heaven, 


how barbarous ſorver it be, but cele- 
brateth the ſolemnity of Wedlock with 


, more than ordinary Ceremonies aut 
' feſtival Jollitiey, A This 


The Preface. 


«This hath induced me to make a 
diligent Inquiry, into the different | 
Ceremonies, which are prafliſed a- 
mong /i the Jews, Chriſtians, Mahu- 
metans aud Idolaters : Theſe four 
being the only Religions known in the 
World. As for-the Jews, they being - 
the moſt Ancient People, T ſhall betin © 
this ſmall treatiſe with them, humbly 
ſubmitting my endeavours to the cen- 
ſares of the Curious Reader. | | 
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MARRIAGES 


\ OF THE 
CHAPTER L 


He fews commonly marry 
their Sons at Eighteen years 
of Age, according to the Or- 
dinance of their Talmud, and 
ſometimes ſooner, to avoid Fornication'; 
as for the Daughters, they may marry at 
Twelve years and a Day. 
WW. - - the Marriage of the two Parties 
many \Fews, both young 
bt Me atbeths themſelves im ſome covers 
ed place, where the young Fews hold, . 
every one of them,an Earthen Pot in their 4 
hands va of f them reads the Contraft! of + 


Marriage ves notice of the. day pre. _. 
ng: 


(8) 


chat the party, who ſhall not ſtand to that 


- which is- agreed upon, ſhall pay to the 
other party, ſuch a Sum of Money, as the 
Parents of both parties have unanimouſly 
pitched upon. This being done, they wiſh 
one another af{ proſperity and happineſs, 
and in the mean while all the young Fews 
fling their Earthen Pots on the ground, 
and break them 1n pieces, believing this 
to be'a token of great plenty, and future 


abundance. As they are going out of the 


faid place, there is alwayes one who ſtands 
at the Daor, wha gives every one of them 
a Glaſs of Wine, -and ſometimes alfo ſome 
SweerMeats, TheRabbi,whoſeOffice it isto 
crave 2 bleſſing upon the E(pouſals,takes a 
a GlaG full of Wine, and after that he 
hath. blefſed it, and raſted of jr, he imparts 
the remnant, to the new betrgthed Cau- 
ple, *who, going to their Houſes, qught 
not to'go out of Doors, within eight days 
after. Bur during this retreat, many young 
Bachcllors daily reſort to the Houſe of 
the future  Bridegroam, tq- divert him 
and make merry with him 


'« "The + betrothed Woman 1s, baungd to, 


bath her ſelf in. cold Water, the day; be- 
fore hey Marriage : And ſhe is conducted 


ftialee a very great noiſe, to''the end that 
; =Y Pe LY of y 


F: 


igfo that Bath, by ſome Watpenz, which, 


every 


| 


\ 


| 
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(o(9J | 
'every body may take notice, that ſhe 'n'a 
betrothed Womap, while ſhe is in the 
Bath, ' many of thole Women dance and 
ſing round about her, | 
The future Bride-groom ſends to ths 
betrothed + Spouſe a Wedding Girdle, 


| garniſhed with Plates of. Gold; -the be- 


trothed. Spouſe doth the like to her-be- 
trothed Husband : Bur 'the Girdle, which 
ſhe myſt ſend him, ought only to be Gar- 
niſhed with Plates of Silver, 1", 
The Wedding day. being come;. thi 
betrothed Bride make her (elf as fne as her 
Hysband and ability can permit her, ac- - 
cording to the faſhion of the fews : afrdt-" 
wards The 1s conducted by ſome Women, 


which fing before her, into a Room-@hene W485 
they dreſs her head-as _— as they can, . ** 
e $. 


other Women in the while {inging- and 
dancing before her, for to! recreate hey 
thinking: by ſo doing, to render 10/God 
ſome very acceptable Sacrifice. . | 
- When the' Bride-groom + muſt x 


41- 


'{ 
. _—_— 


, the Nuprial Blefling; four young Boekab 
* lorscarry a Canopy, which, being born'up '. | *. 


upon four ſticks at the four- Corners -of 3, -; 
they carry into fome open' place ar gur-+ 
a 


den, where the ſolemnity of the 
muft ib + oepgrary The Bridegroom with 


ons, and the Bride with , 


- 
” *; : - 
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| Maid, they give her drink in a (trait | 


(10) 
Women, together with Muſicians. playing 
on ſeveral Inſtruments, refort under the 
id Canopy, and then every one that is 
reſent ar the folemnity crieth aloud, 
Bleſſed be he that z come, Then the Bride- 
groom goes three times round about his 
Bride, and having taken her by the band, 


- the people calt ſome Corns of Wheat up- | 


on them crying, Increaſe and multiply. 

In ſome ples, where People are more 
wealthy, they uſe to mingle with. their 
Wheat ſome pieces of Silver, which the 

rer ſort of Fews gather up. The Bride 

nds always at the right. hand of her 


Bridegroom, and befades it 1s requilite 


that her face be always turned towards 
the South; for the Rabbins have letr a 'Fra- 
dition in their "Talmud, thar if any perſon 
place the Bed fo as her face be towards 
the South, that then ſhe is like to be 


_ the Mother of many Children, The Rab- 


bi, who joines them in Marriage, ſets, u 
on the head of the Bride, the. end of » 4 


hair-cloth, which the Bridegroom wear- 


eth upon his neck that being done, he | 


- takes a Glaſs of Wine, and, ſaying the two 


rayers which are in the Mahbzor, after that | 
Fe thtaſted of it, be gives it to the young | 
Couple to drink, Then, if the Bride be a F . 


narrows 


9 + 1 3. & - on 8. on. Au 


... 16485 | 
narrow Glaſs; but if ſhe be a Widdow,.. 
then ſhe muſt-drink in a broad one. Then 
the Rabbi receiving from the Bridegroom - 
a Ring of Gold without afty ſtone in 2t, 
he, calls in ſome witneſſes, and ſhewing 
them the ſaid Ring, he enquires of them. 
whether it be of fine pure Gold; and hav- 
ing rece:ved an anſwer in the affirmative, 
he then ſets it about the ſecond Finger. of 
the Bride; and having done that, he be- 
gins to read the Contract of Marriage 
with a loud and intelligible voice.. After. 
that he takes another Glaſs of Wine,. aid 
praiſing God that the twoParties have ta- 
ken one another, he preſents them ano- 
ther time with drink; after that the 


with all his ſtrength caſts it againſt the 


Wall, or againſt'the ground, ro the end 


it be all broken in pieces: And this they do 
for a cena 5 of the Deſtruction of 
the Temple of Feruſalew. In fome places 
they uſe to ſtrew aſhes ypon the head of 
the Bridegroom for aMemorial of theTem- 
ple which was burnt down ; and for this 


| fame. reaſon the Bridegroom . weareth a 


black Hood npon his head, as thoſe are 
wont to do, whoare in long Mourning. 
The Bride hath alſo her head. covered 


1 with a black Cp, to the end that they - 


__ 


(12) 


may ſhow that they retain ſome marks of 


much for the deftration of their 'Tem- 


ple; even m-their moſt Feſtival Solem- 


nities, 
Married, they are candufted te 
che place of Feaſting, where all being ſar, 
the Beidegrovc begins ro ling a very long 
Prayer; and in the mean while they ſer 
before the Bride'a raw Egg,with a roafted 
Hen, 'Then the Bridegroom carves a little 
piece of that Hen, which he preſenteth to 
his Bridezand immediate] Mice the Gueſts, 
as well men as women, ſcuffling refers, 
tear the remnant in Pieces, and whoſo- 
ever can ſnatch away the biggeſt part of it 
15 reputed the braveſt- of all the company; 
be ſnatch away from one another, that 
ch they told 3 in their hands, making 
= ſport amongſt themſelves, to make the 
new. married talks merry. As for the raw 
Epg they fling it at one anothers Faces,and 
if any Chriſtians be there to look on them, 
they are like to be finely dawbed with it: 
Now they ſer this Egg \$:cank the * Bride, 


to. the end that the may hope to ibook £ 


Children, us cafily as the Hen lays her 


'., * Aﬀerall this mirth they la the Cloa 
and cover the Table , with . "of . all 


meats; and'then few of them re 


Fen ether Jeruſalem or the Temple. 
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The fealt being caded, they betake them. 


! felvesto Dance 2 certain dance, which 


they. call the Nuptial . dance, ordained, as 


they. ſay by -the Commandment . of Ged? 


the chief and moſt copliderable perſon of 
all the company, takes the Bridegroom by 
the hand,this takes another,this other takes 
the next, this adother and ſ6 confſecutive- 
iy, until there be none left whomay dance. 
The moſt confider the Women 
takes alſo the Bride, and they do the ſame 
themſelycs as the Men da: So tha 


tiny ny on the work with an extraordi- - 


nary Mirth and Jollity. 'The Wedding 
laſts ſometimes cight days.:. But their Rab- 
bins ſtriQly forbid them from, inviting any 


| Chriſtians, for they think {thar. thi& good) 


Angels ſecing them there, would:forthwith 
fly away, and the cvil ones would prefent- 
ly ſucceed and come in their place. 
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| MARRIAGES 


CHRISTIANS. 


CHAP. II. 


| Cuſtoms and Ceremonies uſed among/t 


Foman Catholicks. 


Olygamy, . or the uſe of ' many | 
Women together, is very uſual 
amongſtInfidels:but it is generally 

forbidden . amongſt Chriſtians, - 

whoare for bidden,upon pain of death, mar- 
rying more than one Woman together ; 
and Porter ſhe muſt be married 1n the © 

Church before the Parſon of the Pariſh. *| 
All other Marriages contrated otherwiſe | 

are declarcd yoid and clandeſtin, theChil- 

dren born in ſach are reputed Baſtards, 


and 


| 


(15) 
and conſequently incapable of Succeſſion, 
& of challenging theirParents inheritance, 
The Ceremonies of Marriages am 
Roman Catholicks are preſcribed by t 
Councils. The Council of Trent, for to 
prevent all abuſes in Marriages, declareth 
and pronounesth all Marriages invalid and 
void, which have not been celebrated be- 
fore the Parſon of the Pariſh of the one 
or of the ether contrating parties. Where» 
fore according to the decrees of the Romiſh 
Church, as ſoon as the contracting Parties 
are agreed, the' Parſons , of their ref- 
peQive . Pariſhes are bound to pro» 
claim three Banes on three Sundays,or co 
Holy days conſecutively, to the end that if 
any of the Pariſhoners know any wo 
cauſe why they may not be joyned togetie 
they _ —_ 4 to the Parſon: of the 
Pariſh. And in caſe no body can alledge 1 
any lawful impediment, :then both t 
parties are conducted by their parents: into 
theParochial Church of the Woman, where 
they are betroathed by the Parſon of the 
ſaidPariſh,who examines them whether they 
be well contented to be betroathed one 
to the. other, and whether they be 


\} not already. engaged by promiſe of Mar- . * 


rlage to.any other perſon or perſons, 'This 
FF) the Ceremonie, which is called =p: 


LEY 


* the Bridegroons. 


fals or betroathing, 
ly but a Nuptial preparation,or an 
tent, 'to a future marrinpe, phi 
gagementt neither of the contradted pars, | 
ries can be releaſed but by the Court of 
the ordinary, which condertinetht him or 


| Her thar violateth promiſe,to-all damages, & 


expenſces whatever, together with a Fine. 
Thete be ſome Biſhopticks where they 
uſe ro betroth people as ſoon as they ate 
agreed together, and before the publicati- 
on of the banes: FOR” ; 
The'day of marrage being prefixr, the 
berrorhed parties, after they have been at 
the auricular Confeſſion of their fins, go 
to receive the Communion the day before 
their marriage. The next day they are con- 
dudted by their friends to b, where 
the parſon of the Pariſh,having asked rhem 
their names and firnames, asks them,one 
after another, whether they are content 
5 "_ one another's =—_ asketh them — 
ex if they be not alrea c—_— y 
x ir of Mars 


_ any. folemn vow, or. any promiſe of 


riage; and whether they will' engage to 


loye aud keep fidelity one to another. When | 
to alftheſe queſtions they anſwer affirms 


* -tively, he then bleſſes a ring,. and thir- 


teen pieces of mogey, which be gives-to 
| —_ . 


| 
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(17) 
'- "The Bridegroom fers the Ring upon the 
fourth finger of the Brides Right Hand, in 
fying to her, with-che Parſon, with this 
Ring 1 thee wed; then - giving her. ſome 
pieces of money, .he goes on ſaying, and 
with this money I thee endow: The. Bride 
anſwereth wirh'a compliment fect down in 
the Romiſh Ceremonial. Then preſenily 
the Parſon rakes the right hands of-them 
both, ſaying 3/ Er ego | conjungo 03 in Net 
mine 'tatrs, Fily & Spaitus Santli : He 
fprinckleth them,and all ety Ls wath 
Holy Water, 

After rhe Nuptnl''Blefling, bath the 
new married Folks are bound to hear Miſs 
with lighted Taper in their hands, with 
which they go.to kils' the Offertary, and 
to preſent the Parſon with Bread ard 

me; 

Then; if the new marriedBolks were:ne+ 
ver enerried before, two of 4heir/ neat» 
eſt Relations hold a Sheer 'over their heads; 
whiMt: the © Prieſt readeth ſome Prayues 
vver- them. 

"The Maſs being ended,; the Parſon Y 
ferreth che Church [Regiſter to. the ine 
married Couplerand to their Relations; th 
the end'that they may {igniand- ſeal the. Ae 
of Marriage ; after that then} everyione 
pers wiwayurn, the ſame order ater” 

B 


© 


(28) 

On that Evening before the new marri- 
ed folks betake themſelves te their bed, 
the Parſon, or me other Prieſt deputed 
by him, cometli ro bleſs the Nuptial Bed, 
wherein theMarriage ought to be conſume 
mated. 

In the moſt part of Italy, they do not 
uſe to betroth people in the Church ; but 
the contract of : Marriage is made in the 
preſence of the Parſon, then the Procla- 
mation of the Banes followeth, they pro- 
ceed to. the Solemnization of Marriage, 
which is celebrated either at Noon, with all 
Pomp imaginable, or. elfe before the Sun- 
riſing without any noiſe at all :TheWoman 
beingconduQted xo Churck by her Father 
if living, and if he be dead, by the neareſt 
of her Relations, 67 

At Venice when any Gentleman. is to 
marry, as ſoon as the contract 1s made, all 
other Gentlemen reſort to the houſe of che 
furure Bride,. whom they call Novizzs; 
the Bridegroom alſo,with his neareſt Rela- 
tions comes thicher: He ſtands at the entry 
of the Houſe, receiving, with all demon- 
firation of Honour, -all his Gueſts, giving 
them his right hand as a mark of his en- 
tire Aﬀ4eQion; The Bride doth de the like 
to. the Women. After rhe Celebration of 
Marriage, the Bride enrdre_Juto/» plan 
fl. = r ge 


(19). | 


Barge finely deckt,her Hair Panging abouf 
her ſhoulders, being fett in the moſt emi- 
nent place, that is called, in their Lan- 
guage, Andar in Trafto; This they do to 
the end that every body may take notice 
that ſhe is a new married Bride, and the 
Wife of fuch a Gentleman, But now 
adays they have lett of ſomething of the 
ancient Cuftome, for the Novizzs's -ap- 


pear. in their Barges many days, with their : 


Hair p/aited very high,much like Engliſh 
Women's high Towers. 
The Siciliens did fortierly betfoth the 


Man and the Wortan at home, and very 


often were not married till the Hour of 
Death, or at the extremity of the one, or of 
the other Parties: But this was forbidden 
by the order 'of the Council of Trent. The 
elpouſed woman did alſo uſe to ride 
through the City with a great Colmpan 

and Pomp, on horſe-back : But that 18 


noW quite left off, fince the Invention of - | 
Coaches, But notwithſtanding the Prohi- - 
bition of the forefaid Council even to this. 


day, as ſoon as the Articles of the Contraft 
are Ggned, the man enjoyes his Spouſe with . 
all liberty, arid reaps the ſweer Fitts of 


Marriage many years fometithes before 


the celebration of it. 5 = | 
| Atthe Weddings of their Country-peo+ 7 | | 
Pa =__GQF=ccar cz 
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(20) 
Plc, there 1s very much dancing, and there 
always a great number of Gueſts, as 
well ot the Relations and others, who bring 
"Preſents, after that the Bridegroom hath 
"Tegaled them three times, "Their Feaſts 
"gſually conliſt ofVieats baked in theOven, 
and of Kettles full of Rice boiled in Milk. 

; In" Frande when any one is married, the 
Berrothed man, accompanicd with bis Re- 
Ktjorts, Friends and other Gueſts, which 
Te hath invited, and as well Men as Wos 
men, Foes to ferch the Bride. ro conduct 
Kher to Church.” TheBridegroom goes firſt in 
the middle ot. his nearcſt Relations, the 
Young Bachellors, going two by two, fol- 
tow after him, then the married men, ac- 
cording to their nearne(s of Kin:T he Bride 
follows drefled as neatly as her abiliry and 
condition can permit, wearing on the hin- 
der part of her Head a little Crown of 
u hiteFlowers, orDiamonds, & ſometimes of 
Oriental Pearls. T'wo of her near Kinſwo- 
men lead her by the Hand,then the Bride- 
maidens, wearing every. one of - them a 
Crown like that of the Bride, march after 
in the.ſame order as the Bachellors. The 
married Women come in, after a!l.cheNup- 
rial pomp is. ſhut-up | by, the: Servants. , of 
tke Works room, or of | the Bride ; which, 
come the eating theBread ard Wine, 


wack; 


(2 ) 
which ought to be preferited to the Prieſt; 
They :come-from Church in the ſame order 
as they: went, excepting only ' that the 
Bachellors -conduct the Yao, and the 
Maitens: the Bridegroom: : | 

In ſome places as ſoon as they; are: come 
frotu.Church to the plact where the Feaſt 
1s prepared, all the Relations, Friends and 
Guells came thither þtoging theirPrefents; 
which they depolite in; a great Charperſett 
before the 'new married-Couple: for - thit 
purpoſe ; /the V tohns4-and+-other. Infliru- 
meats, playi og allthe while:in ſome certain 
places! they atfer their Preſents 'the: riexr 
day atter tie wedding, and in others oF 
make none at all. 

The -Bridegroom never yok down wick 
others 28 Table, but the' Bride: fartin ng: at 
the moſt-honourable place, ' he Rtands: al- 
ways betimd her, taking-care to ſerve her 


| and to order the diſhes uporr the Table: ni) 


After. the feaſt, the Bridegroom [leads 
his Bride to lance: the... Bachellors - and 
Maidsicontigue theBalkl :'as for the married 
menand women, they :candu&t, the' new 
married Couple :nto their Bed Chamber; 
which 1s made ready for thern to.lay down; 
The Bride makes her felf ſomewhat ſby & 
unwilling to be undreft, | bur”: notwith? 


EG ane forced reſitince; ſhe. i wil 
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(22) 
Jingly conftrained to yield to the force of 
them that have undreſt her, and relign her 
ſelf into the arms of her Bridegroom,tor to 
conſummate the Marriage, and ( as they 
fay ) for to gain the Dowry, which hath 
been allowed her, 
. The next Day Morning, the new Mar- 
ried People receive the Complements of |, 
all their Friends and Relations, andveven. | 
from theirNeighbours, and commonly the 
Bridegroom makes them ſome Preſents. ': 
- Ar Parg the new married Woman re- 
ceiveth her viſits in her Chamber, attired 
with all her - Nuprial Ornaments, fittivg 
on.a Bed of. State, all the Windows 
her Chamber being ſhut up, fo that there | 
is no nom hrat all in it, but that which 
Wax Tapers, and Flambeav's. 
-At "At oneſent the ber ot part of Perſons, to 
any Quality, are married in the Nig 
time, without any Ceremony or Pomp, 
The Spaniards difter very little 
the French or Italians, as to the Cariens: 
nies of their Nuptials, butonly in- this ſot- 
tiſh Cuſtom, which they have, as I conjec- 
ture, retained from the MMoor's "which were 
2-long while Maſters of their Country: If; 
38 thar Amorons Duel between the loving 
Combarants, there happens any effuſion 
Rood: Upan the. __ then: they "em 
| c * 


(23) 
them at the Windows, ns a Tropby of the 
Womans Virginity, which they call, Yir= 
ginita de Is moucher. But it by good 
chance, ( as it befals very often, ) the 
Combat hath been wales and bloodleſs, 
then they fairly ſupply that defect from 
elſe-where. 

Formerly the Germans never married 
Wamen of any other Nation, but their 
own ; that they might avoid all confuſion 
in their Blood. And they never beſtowed 
their Daughters in Marriage too Young ; 
Batchelors alſo did not go a wooing but 

very late : So that by that means, the 
Children which did proceed from two Per- 
ſons of mature Age, of -full Pr 
and of Vigorous ſtrength, werealſo rall, 
ſtrong and rous. They, even to this 
day, will never marry their Sons but to 
them Maids. which are of a ſtrong conſti- 
tution of body, tall, and moſt Fikely to 
bear ſtrong and luſty Children. Their 


Nuptial Ceremgnics are m uchthe ſame as 
of the other People in _— 
only in this, that the 


every one 2 Crown of Gold, or of Flow- 
ers,at the Weddings of their fellow Maids, 
which is not lawtul T fon chile te do. All rhe 
Gueſts preſent the Bride with Jewells orPic- 
Fes, ofGold _"” hq caſt iaco a 


'Baſan,' ; 
by , : 


(24) 
Baſbn;- which is placed ,'before the Bride, 
as-ſhe fitteth atTabls in..the middle of We- 
tacg-of-her- near! Relations, and 'they. ac- 
company their Preſents. with civil Ac 
clartiations, and good wiſhes, ot Profperity 
and. Happineſs, to the new -married Cour 
ple. | 

There are amongſt them ſome free 
Weddings, in which Men of Honour de- 


* fray all the charges ; and there be. ſome 


alfo, in which every: one pays his Scot. 
TheirFeaſts laſt ar leaſt rbree. days, during 
which the new married Folks are accom- 
panied with a great number of People, in- 
ſo-z9uch that a common Handicratis-man 
will have oftentimes above ſixty Perfons-at 
his Wedding : For the more People they 
have.about them, the more are they 16+ 
garded andeſteemed. wot 
- 'As for their: Gentlemen' and Perſons-of 
conliderable note, they preſent their new 
married Wives with.a' Chain of Gold, . af 
Gme:: Precious Jewel, on the next - day 
mofning, after the conſurnmation of Mar-: 
riage; -and this Preſent they cally/ in their 
Language, Morgengal, that is ro. ſay the 
Gitt 6r:the morning, becauſe they. beſtow 
* upon the Bride, as ſoon. as they are, 
up, as it. were 1to- make. her ſome recon! 
pence for: bp Maiden-bead, which” they 
have taken a" 7c. / It; 


£25) 
If any Maid amongſt them hath been ſo 
liquoriſh, as to have taſted of rhe Horſe: 
Radiſh before the time ; if ſhe, by good 
fortune, doth not goaway with the bag, 
buyjs ſo happy as to marry hum, that hath 
alrcady plaid upon her Fiddle, then the 
faid couple will go ro Church very early 1g 
the morning, , without any Inftruments of 
Muſick: ang, in ſome places, bur elpecilly 
in Country-Towns, all the Neighbaurs, 
crowned with Garlands made of iraw, 
accompany them to' Church. pretet 
In many places they compel the Daug 
ters at the Marriages 10.rcnounce, and d1 
claim, all rhezr Rights, as wellPaternal as 
Maternal, and this they, do, an, calling 
ſome firaw into therFathersHpules., Morg- 
over if the Bride doth not ſhed ſomeTeats, 
when ſhe goes before the-Pricft to be joins 
ed in marriage, then her Virginity bex 
comes very much ſuſpected, and for that 
purpoſe many of them Brides. carry. Oais 
ons, Wrapt,,up in their Handkerchiefs; 
<2 they may torce ſome tears oe. of. their 
yer. \ GS EA 
The. Frencons obſerve. this. order. uy 
their Marriages, The Bridegroom,,; have, 
ing ſome Trumpeters and Drummers. go-! 
ing before 'him, marches between, 1wo 
Perſons of Quality, thea his Reletiont;un 
b | ds 


| (26) 
Friends' follow him, two by two, until 
they come to the Church Door ; then they 
make a halt till the Bride be come tothem: 
whe being preceded by many, who 

lay on Flutes, and being accompanied 
wrich many Maids, is followed by a great 
number of married Women, which wear 
very long Mantles of black cloth, plated, 
and faſtned to their necks, with Silver 
Claſps : and then the Marriage is celebra- 
ted inthe preſence of the Parſon of the 
Pariſh, according to the Roman Ceremo- 
nial Book, 

In Poland, but chnefly in the Country, 
of Pruſſia and Lithuenia, Maids ſeldom 
marry under four and twenty Years of 
Age ; and not ſo neither till they have 
firft wrought, with their own hands, as 
much ſtuff, as is ſufficient to cloth every 
one, who muſt accompany their Bride- 
groom to Church. Amongſt them when a-' 
ny Father ſeeks a Wife for his Son, he 
neither regards her Beauty nor Wealth, 
but only bes good Morality, ripeneſs of 
Ape,and ftrong conſtitution of Body. The- 

omen are never married till two of 
their future Bridegrooms near Relations 
have had a deep finger in their Pies, and. 
then they uſe to crave their Fathers good 
* Conſent; thoſe People do (till retain many” 


a 


| 


ny; 


(27) 
Dregs of the old Superſtition of the Hea- 
thens : For when the Solemnity of Matri- 
mony 1s celebrated, the Bride is led th 

times abqut a Fire, then they make her fir 
down, they waſh her feet, and with that 
fame water they beſprinckle the Nuptial 
Bed, and all theltenfils of theHouſe. This 
done,they anoint her Mouth with Honey, 
they bind her Eyes with a Vail: Then the 
1s conducted towards all the Doors of the 
Houſe, which ſhe muſt kick with her right 
Footz they afterwards ſtrew every Door 
with rs Rye, Oats, Barley, Beans and 
Poppy, declaring that her Bridegroom 
ſhall ever enjoy : great abundance of all 
thoſe good things, if ſhe devoutly retain 
her Religion, and if ſhe be careful and in- 
duſtrious ' in ordering her Family. The 
evening being come when ſhe muſt bed 
ith her Bridegroom, they uſe to' cut. her 
ir, then the married Women takes a 
Pofic, which they faſt#n on herHead: after 
that they pur on her Head a white Hood, 
which new married Women wear . until 
they have brought forth a Son, for 'untill 
that rime, they are repated \Maids, The 
Bride .is at laſt conducted into her Bed- 
nr, whereafter they have ſkuffe 
and beaten her, they ar lengrh caſt. H r 
into the Bed, into her Bridegrooms wn 
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(28) 
And.then-inftead of Sweet Meats or. Sack 
Poflets, they bring them a diſh of Rams 
or of Bears ſtones tro eat; For they think 
that after they have eaten -of that treat, 
they become very prolifck and fruitful, & 
for this reaſon they never uſe to kill any 

elded creature for ther. uſe. at. their! 
Nuptial Feaſts. on 

In the Ifland of Goa the perſon who; 
intends to marry never ſecs hisMiftrifs, bat 
in her Pariſh Church where ſhe-uſcth to 
reſort ; if he liketh her he, taking a.Prieſt 
along with him,. goes tv her* houſe, and 
then is betrothed to her: He may vilat her 
after this Ceremony, but, they are,never 
permitted to. be | alone together, Many 
men of that Country, are not contented to 
ſee-rheir Miftreſles as they are; dreſſed) ig 
their» beſt Cloths, 'but will allo..:view. 
them atHome, inthe Marker, and.in their 
25 re Habits, that chcy may, the better 
diſcern whether thag cover not fame yatu-] 
ral defet, and whether they,,..be .nor} 
 parched or painted., Gas »þ 
They generally marry in the afternoon, 

and.they uſe to go to Church in: ,preag 
Pomp and Solemnity. The: BridegroomY} 
as oftentimes accompanied with .80-oran} 
hundred Young Men, all on ,herſeback, 
richly attired & clotked The: Refations & 
PEE Friends 
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riends of: bot hParties follow therm. 'The: 


"| Bride fitting. in a Sedan,, and the Women, 


which are berRelations, are every one car- 
ried intheir Sedans allo 5 They being come. 
near the Church, they all alight, and the 
Bridegroom, being conduCted by two Men, 
of his neareſt Relations, and the Bride alſa 


*| by two; Women of her near Kinſwomen,' 


into the Church, where they are joined | in 
Marriage. :. 'They call: the foreſaid perſons 
their fourGofſips. Afrer the Solemmization; 


| of Marriage, they return home in the; 
| fame order as they came, the Trumpets and! 


ather Mulical Inſtruments, playing all the: 


"| while before them, the People, asthey paſs: 
1 along, caſting ſweerMeats, Comfits, ſweet 


Waters, and Flowers inthe. ſtreet, which» 


?\ theServantr, ſcufling, one with another, 
71 ther up. Being: come to. the, houſe where: 


theFeaſt/is. prepared, the neareſt Relations: 
and their molt intimate Friends ge in, but; 
as for the Young Men they remain without 
making ſport, betore the door, with# the 
running and. byuncing of their Horſes, dnd5 
bghtiong-withReeds and Canes, which they: 
throw one at another. The new mnatried:: 
Folks, and ' their Friends, Randing-1n:thec 
Balconies,: and; others at the;: Windows; : 
looking; uporr their. Sponts' ad. Braweries:; 
This Paſtime. being over,. they” tie 


Ts 


WW 
eff their Horſes: And being condufted in: 
toa low Hall, they are preſented with all 
forts of Sweet Meats of Fruits, and with a 
kind of perfumed Aromarical water, called 
water of Bagultim. Then the Bridegroom 
comes down to them, and diſmiſles __ 
with all Civility and Demonſtration | 
Thankfulneſs:T hen he returns to hisParenti 
and Relations, with whom he feaſterh : 
Bur they ſtay very little at Table;every one 
retiring into their Habitations. The new 
married couple po to bed ,' commonly 
before Sun-ſer, without ſo many Cereme 
nies, andDrolleries, as are praiſed among 
the French. 

The Sclawonians, of the Comton-wealth 
of Rapuſa, are never married but witk 
Perſons of their Rank and Quality, that i 
to ſay, the Noble with the Noble, fo that 
a Noble Perſon can not marry a Woman 
of the vulgar fort, or a Stranger, for | 
of introducing any ignoble Blood into his 
Family, which 'might blemiſh the luſtre 
of his Nobility ; and for this cauſe tht 
number of Noble Families is ſo much” di}. 
miniſhed, that there 3s not above 2o © 
25 now left among theni, which havt 
the Government and Adminiftration'of 4 
the affairs of their Common-Wealthe '**” 

Notwyhſtanding it any' Noble- -Perfor 


4 
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d N was Willing, cither for ſome private conve- 
th all] niency or molument, ro marry aWitfe born 
vitha] out of hiszown Country, he may lawtully 
ralled] do it : Proyided that ſhe be a Lady, born 
room| between Zare and Cattero, but not other- 
them| wiſe, And befides whoſoever ſhould marry 
n of ſuch a Lady, born in the Country afore. 
renth faid,it is requiſite that he be worth, at leaſt, 
eth | two Thouſand Ducats of Gold for a Dow- 
y one| ry, and for the ſecurity of the ſaid Lady. 
new} . As for the Portions at the Marriages of 
only} their Sons, they are limited by the Law, 
emo4| at a Thouſand Ducats of Gold : But, at pre» 
nong] ſent, chey little regard that limitation; ſo 
that a Father will' give his Son four, five 
ealth} or fix Thouſand Ducats of Gold, and fome- 
with times more, according to the Means and 
nat iff Quality of the Woman, The inge 
\ thar] Mony is paid before ever the Man feet 
man} Women he muſt have; and when every 
feat] thing is agreed upon, the Mony ? ar and 
o his} the Cantradt ſigned and ſealed, he may 
uſtre} rhen with all liberty go to viſit her : For 
thej its a conſtant cuſtom, amongſt the _ 
\* di Sens, never to court and careſs their La 
o off dies, butonly after that they are made ſure . 
ave with them, When a Maid is married, it is 
fat lawful for her to wear Silk Cloths a month 
3"J after her Marriage, that the may be dil- 
m tinguiſhed from others, who wear Cloth 
by ONES. 
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(32) | 
ones. But when a Lady is married, ſhe is 
obliged ro wear, on Holy Days, a doubli 
Hood of red Satin, purfled'with Gold and 
Silver Flowers, to the end the may be dif 
cerned trom the common 1gnoble ſort of 
Women. .. 

As for the Fleminss, and other Inha« 
birants of rhe Neighbouring Countrys; 
they have that particularCuſtom, that they 
'ealily, and without any difficulty, cons 
tract Marriage with Strangers; but it is re> 
pured amongſt them very unſeemly, and a 
very hithy thing, for a Young Man top. 
marry an Old Woman, or for an Old 
Woman to marry a Young Man. Tradef. 
men never marry Gentlewomen, nor Gent 
tlemenTradeſmens Daughters ;and 7t is ne! 
yer ſeen amongſt them, which is common! 
Iy practiſed amongſt the French, for the 
Matter to marry biz Chamber-maid, and 

for the Miftreſs to marry her” Servant. In 

_ that Country, _Gentlemen' always Prefs 

their Eldeft Daughters before the Youngeſt 
To'thar many times they will beſtow tick 

Youngeſt upon ; them to whom they thay 

refuſed - the  E!deſt ; becauſe they refervep 
her for a better Maich, td "ore adyath 

tageous Fortune, Sx 15 : 
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GOHAP.. 111”: 


Rites and Ceremonies prattiſed a» 
mong Proteſtant Lutherans, 


He Proteſtant Lutherans are..married 
, - 1n the face of the Church,as Roman-. 
Caibolicks are, and they are: conducted _ 
there with , great Pomp and. Solemnuy, 
to receive the .Nuptial Blefling. from: 
\ the Hand of their, Miniſter, .. .._.. 
-. Ar: Scrasburgb, and; in, the Neighbour. 
ing. Countrys,, when any Young Man. 
goes a Woong,, after : that. he hath: ſuffi- 
Gently teſtified. bis-affeftion/to bis Miſtrels, - 
by Letters, or;-any, other ways -be then 
goes abour Midnight, with ſome of his-in- 
timate Friends 'and/ with many Flambe- * 
au's, to give his Miſtreſs a  Serenade,; or a, 
Mufical Concert, before the: door of the 
houſe: where ſhe. dwells : And, if - ſhe ap-. 
2y pear not, looking out of her Window, thei: 
nYy” theYoung Man may aflure himſelf of aRe- 
2 pulfe, and that hus Suit 1s. but in vain, bur. 
in,caſe ſhe 'be ſcen'to be preſent © there, 
then, he may ſometimes. viſit her about the 
Evening, provided: Ns that ſome - | 


(34) | 
her Domeſticks be preſent at their amo- 
rous Enteytuinment. After any common 
Wedding the Trumpets faund, on. Mun- 
day and Tueſday Morning, that the Peo- 

' ple may take-notice, that there hath been 
a Welding amongſt People of Trade, 
which are married but on thoſe days: As 
tor the Weddings of Noble Perſons, they 
laſt three days and an half. There be alſo 
amongſt them ſome free Weddings, called 
amongſt them Frengaal Hoczeir, where 

3 People bring Preſents, but pay- nothing, 

i but tn others every one pays his ſhare. 

'In Saxgeny, when any Gentleman is 
married, the Gentlemen, and Young Gen- 
tlewomen of the Neighbourhood reſort, . 
without any Invitation at all,to the Regale | 
which he is obliged to make according to 
the Cuſtom. As-foer the Nobles, they are 
ſtriftly torbidden marrying with Tradef: 
men, or Merchante Dwghters, although 
they be neyer ſo rich: for 1n Leipſick, and 
other Capital Cities, fome Merchants 
give their Daughters oftentimes thirty or- 
forty Thouſand Dollars, that if any No-/ 
ble Perſon, for lucze of Mony, without re- Þ 
gard 'to bis. Nobility, ſhould marry - ſach; 
4 one, he is degraded of his*Fitle of Ho-* 
nour, & belides runs the hazard of bande 
p*lred to death by the Nobility _ en- 
wy. \ QONgrr 
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o- | Amongſt the Goths, the Swedes, and the 
on Danes, they of the common fort uſe many 
N- Ceremonies.in their Marriages too: tedious 
0- to rehearſe here, I ſhall therefore cantent 
en my felf ro mention-the chiet of thean. The 


le, Maids Parents, being ſufficiently informed 
As and: ſatiched abeur the Qualifications of 
ey her Suitor, her Father preſents hus Daugh- 
Vo ter to him, ſpeaking theſe words ; I gaye 
led thee my Daughter for to honowr thee, that \ © 
ere | ſhe maybe thy Wife, for to have the half 'of \ .* 
1s thy Bed, the Key of thy Doors, with the. 
third part of thy Mony, and. other Goods 
1s | moveable and immoveable. At the day al- 
ligned, ſhe is condufted to Church with 
many Torches, done about with, Sik 
ſtuffs of ſeveral Colours, . The ; Solemnay 
being over, ſhe is handed Home by her 
Bridegroom : But before ſhe may bed with 
him, ſhe muſt go to the Stoves or hot Baths, \ 
. many Maids going before her, and as ma- 
ny Married Women accompanying her ; 
but. before they come thither, . they bave | 
made great Proviſion of- Strong Beer, or.” ; 
of Wine in that place, for to refreſh -the 
FI Women in the Bath, left being overceme 
{4 with the Heat they ſhould faint: whire- 
"I forethey recruit their ſtrength, with! cat- 
ng'4 ing teſted Bread dipt in ſome of the fare- 
= 4 faid Liquors, which are | {weetned with - 
Cinamon and Sugar, ' C 2 When - 
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When they come out of their Baths; 
they wear every one of them a Garland of 
Rue upon their Heads, as for the Maids 

they go to Supper with the Bride, * 

The Gentlemen uſually marry Women 
of theirRank andQuality.As for Tradeſmen 
_ andMechanicks they commonly preſent the 
Bride with Swine, Sheep, -or Cowes, but 
they preſent the Bridegroom with ſome 
Colt, Dog, Cat or Goole. 

In Livonia, when a Maid 1s led to 
Church to be married, they crown her 
with a very high Crown of Silver guilded, 
and all the Women and Maids march be- 
fore her, covered wuh long plated red 
Mantles, which reach from their Heads 
ro their very Heels. 


AP. 


(37) 


CHAP. IV. 


Nuptial Rites and Ceremonies, uſed 
among /t Evangelical Proteſtants. 


aving treated of the Ceremonies, . 
which thoſe Proteſtants of Luthers 
perſwaſion do uſe at their Marriages,it now 
remaineth that I ſhould give ſome - account * 
of the Cuſtoms and Solemnities performed 
at the Weddings of Evangelical Proteſtants. 
And firſt I fay that by EvangelicalProteſt ants. 
I mean the Engl;h,Dutch,Switzers, and ma- 
ny other People, which do not pin - their 
faith upon the Church's or Popes Sleeve, -. 
bur rejeCting all vain Traditions and No- 
velties ground their' belief upon the File 
of Truth and Goſpel verity. 

As for the Engliſh their Ceremonies. are 
ſo generally praftiſed throughout "this 
Kingdom and conſequently ſo well know 
that I will paſs them over in filence,' leaft 1 
ſhould ſeem ta light a Candle AE 


; Wherefore I come to.the Durch, 


When-the parties / are all agreed, 
they ſend #or the. Miniſter 2. Rt 
them one ta the other, and then they g 
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(38) 
them drink, every one intheir Glaſs aſun- 
der: He that fills the Drink, takes the 
two Glaſſes, and mihgles the Wine of one 
with the other ; he preſents the Glaſs of 


| the Bridegroom to the Bride, and that of | 
the Bride to the Bridegroom : After they 


have drunk, the future Bridegroom doth 
preſent his betrothed - Bride a Ring. Bur 
before they may marry it is requifte rhat 
the Miniſter make Publication of their 
Marriage three Sundays conſecutively, 
leſt there be amongſt them anyImpedment 
or other Engagement : After which pub- 


"Fiction they may lawfully marry. Then 
at the day appointed, the Bridegraom re-. | 
ſorts to the Church with his Parents and 


Relations, the Bride alſo, with a Garland 


- "of Flowers upon the hinder part -of her 
Head, is condudted thirther by rewo Men, 


or two Young Bachelors, of her near Re- 
lations, many Maids, with married Wo- 
men of Relations and Gueſts, following 
hercthither. When ſhe comes out of the 
Church, ſhe is led to her Bridegrooms 


Houſe by the ſame Perſons. The  Wid--\ 
- cows, which marry again, may not ,wear - 
a Garland upon their heads, but only a” 


large Noſegay in their Boloms ; and a 


les to Church by two. Widdows of thei | 


near Relations. 


com 


It 


«45 I 
" 4 


next day, all the Giteſts 


the beſt Wine of 
_ tat Liquor, ſhe diſfiſſeCtheni, With Hott 
our, thanking then for their Civ 


& FR 

In Friezland, the men of that Country 
did not at all regard the Quality of Por- 
tion of their Women, but only their-Hand- 
ſomneſs and good Morality ; fo thar many 
Gentletnen and rich Merchants did matry 
vertuous camely . Women, although they 
were never fo poof, But now adays the 
caſe is altered, for they not oiily regartl 
their Quality and Deſcent, but llo expeCt 
a cotnpetency of Wealth, ahſwerable tb 
their Eftates. The Bride. wearitg # Crown 
upon her head, and accompatited with a 
long train of Maids, gots to Charch whete 
the ſolemnity of Marriage being celebrated, 
they return to her Fathers houſe, where 
they are feafted. The Gueſts ſeldom pre- 
int. che Bride with atry Money; But the 
Brides and Bridegtooms Relations ' come 
very liberally to offer her th&ir Preferits, 
whereof the Bridegtoon takes good ns- 
tice. 

The Feaſt being ended, the Muſiciars 
begia to play on ſeveral Inflraindhes, and 
then evtry one datiets in order. On the 
reſort td the fine 
ace, and the new married Wornan, pre- 
ting every one of thei with a glaly of 
of ſome other .aromart. 
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(40) 
kindneſs. Andthis ſhe does, to the end-that 
ſhe may make it appear that ſhe us now . be- 
come'a Houthold Wite. 

In Hungary Bachellors never. marry 
with Widdows, although never fo rich, be- 
cauſe they are perſwaded. that if any Ba-' 
chellor marries one, who 15 nat a Virgin, 
he ſhall never enjy any Proſperity ur this 
World : wherefore it any amongſt, them . 
did diſcover that the Women, which they 
have marzied, have plaid any Legerde- 
main, with others before Marriage, they 
would pur them to a cruel Death. 

As for the Lords of that Country they 
uſually marry their Children very young; 
and many times as they -ly in. their Cra- 
.dles: And this 1s done on purpoſe to enter- 
tain,good correſpondence and Friengſhip 
amongſt Honourable Families ; and when 
the Children have attained to ripenels of 
Age, they are obliged to conſummate! 
their Marrriage, leſt by their refuſal chey 
{hyguld procure their Parents implacable ens . 
mitie; ghe. Sequels whereof might prove 
very dangerous and tragical, | h 

In Scoti/and formerly, and in the days . 


of Popifh Idolatry, the Brides did lay down 


their PropiraFemmea'before theirLairdsot: the 
Mannour, who did ſhake their Hair-bagy | 


——— 


(41) 
of the Marriage: But fince the Light of the 
Goſpel did ſhine 6 in that Kin 
that Barbarous Cuſtome bath beets explo- 
ded; wherefore the Brides do)not now pay 
their Marks in /pecte, but only by wa 
of Exchange, the Bridegroom payirig half . 
a Mark to his Landlord far thatRighr,and 
that Right is now called, ' #he Womeng 
Aarks. Py 
The Iriſh in their Marriages, I mean 
thoſe who are partakers. of the Engliſh 
Civility, , uſe the ſame decent Nuprtial Ce- 
remonies as the Engliſh do : But as: for 
the Popiſh wild 1r1ſh, they are ſo Barba- 
rous and Bruſh that they do-net deſerve 
to be mentioned: here. EET: 
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CHAP. V,. 


T be Rites and Nuptial (eremonies| 
of the Grecians. 


Efore the Grecians Marriages, the fus 
JI ture Bride doth openly ſhew what 
ſhe is able to bring to her furure Brides 
groom; the Bridegroom alfo 1s to declare 
the full * extent of his Eſtate, and that is 
done in a ſpacious Room upon a Table, 
the Men fitting above the Women, as it 
were an Amphitheater, When the Bride 
receiveth the Preſents. from her Relations 
and other Friends, ſhe is fitting in the. mid- 
.dle of the Gyneconitide, or Chamber of 
; Women, wearing a guilded Crown on her 
Head, All the Gueſts having drunk good} 
ſtore gf Metheglin, and ballaſted their Bel-F 
lies with variety of Sweet-meats they be-J | 
take themſelves ro walking ; and comey | 
back to Supper about the Evening. Imme4F; 
diately after Supper, the new married] 
Folle,' without ſtaying for the three publi '] 
cations of their Banes as we do, go to bed 
\ together : The next . day morning theft 
married Women come to vifit them andy / 
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to ſearch their Sheet, to ſee whether, by 
good fortune, they can find any marks of - 
'a loſt Maiden-head; which it they find, 
they are extreamly jocund and Jovial, bur, 
upon a Non invents, they. depart. as 
| mute as Fiſhes. As for the kr, reg he 
fairly ſends away his tried Bride to. her 
| Parents; unlcls rhe Turkib Magiſtrate, 
> fu-} being & little greazed in the fit, .conſtrain 
what him to keep her for better and for worle. 
rides The Grecian Women, which beſtow 
clare} them({clves upon Twurks, :Spaniards, French, 
at 19} or Ttalians, may be afterwards preſent at 
able,} Divine Service : But they for ſome: time 
as iff are.excommunicated, that is ito ay, they 
Iride} arefor ſome time debarred from the Lords 
tionf} Table, Which kind of Excommunication 
mid] Savoureth ſomewhat like the Spirit of 
fr of Chriſtianity, and is nothing of Kin. to the, 
n her} Popes brutum folmen, which-dare at ta 
pood} cque. the Sacred Heads of, Crowned. Sowey 
-Bel-J rezpns ; = is it like .the Anathemas © 
e-f of ſome high flowa Eaclehialtioks, who 
comeſ wear. the Croſi-Keys at their. girdle, with 
me one of which they many times, for frivo» 
uri Jous cauſes, deliver the Souls of their fele 
ud low | Chriſtians to Saran,. and: with 'the 
bl | other*they commi: their Bodies .to Jails, 1s 
hee this the Spirit of God, or the Spurit of, Ber = 
a /R- Burt 1 muſt conclude this ſhort Digrels - 
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fion with this ſhorter Ejaculation: From the 
Spaniſh Dow's fizry Inqueſto's; from the 
bloody Anathemas of the Popes ; and 
from the cruel M:rcies of all Reverendos, 
Domine, libera nos. 

The Walachians of Tran/yluania neve 
marry any Women till they have got i 
ſnack with them befgre-hand, but the) 
alſs put them away for very ſlight and tri: 
vial Cauſes, ors: 

Amongſt the Myſcovites, when. a Fa 
ther intends to beſtow his Daughter in M ur- 
riage, all his care is to look for a Young 
Min to his own liking: Having founc 
ſuch a one, . he ror. proffers her to 
kim as a Wife, with ſuch a Sum of Mon 
for her Portion as he is able, to give. li 


the Young Man accept of his proffer, then 


the ſaid Father goes immediately to tt 
Young Mans Parents, to whom he makg 
the ſims Offers: For in that Country, 4 
Young Man may not ſee his future Bride 
until the)very day of the Wedding ; bit 
his Mother, and other Women of her 
near Relations, go not only to vilit h 


but alfo diligently to ſearch her, t 

know whether or no ſhe doth not hid 
fome bodily Infirmity : The Davghte 
Mother doth the ſame towards the Young 


41 . 


Man, The Wedding Day being com 


| "1093 I, 
m thel before the Celebration of Marriage, the 
1 thef Bridegroom and the Bride, together with 
- and{ their Relations and the Parſon of the Pa- 
ndos,y riſh, make extraordinary great Cheer toge- 
ther; and paint their Noſes with ſuch live- 
neveſ} ly Colours, that they ſcarce go to Church 
got {| till they be paſlingly well dipt. As ſoon as 
they} they are come there the Prieft, according 
| tri-} to the Cuſtom, demands ſome Loaves; 
" F which having received he deſires the Bride- 
groom to take his Bride by the hand : then 
4 drawing nigh to the Bridegroom, he asks_ 
124 him whether he be willing to be joined in 
ound} Marriage with that Woman ? If; he an- 
ſwereth to the Affirmative, then he again - 
acks him, whether he will miſuſe or beat 
If her ? the Bridegroom anſwering Negative- - 
ly. He doth then turn himſelf rowards the / 
thel \Bride, & likewiſe asketh her if ſhe be well 
nakg} contented to take that Man as her lawful ' 
y, 4 Husband, to govern | his Family, and to 
ride} be faithful ro him ; ſhe anſwering yea, he - 
bu then crowns chem both with two Garlands 
her of Rue, and gives them the Nuptial Bleſ- © ? 
eh fing. T'hat being done he takes ſome Wine : "us 
in a gilded wooden Cup, and, having 45 
; wiſht them all Proſperity and happineb,-he 
& drinks to them, they alſo pledge himin 4 
& the ſame Cup: But after that the Bride 44 
6d hath drunk, then the Bridegroomy ſaarch- | 


< [ 


by 


a9” - 
ing the Cup from ber hand, preſently wich | 
all his Force flings it on the ground, & treada 
itunder his feet till it be all broken in pie 
ce3; and then he prays to God that all 
thoſe, who ſhould go about to-bring any dis 
viſion between them,may be likewiſe trodden 
upon and deſtroyed by his Infinite Power : 
He afterwards receives the Preſents of all 
that are there. 
So that in thatCountrey noMan may have; | 
more, than one Wife, but withal he keeps, 
her no- longer than the pleaſeth. him, for 
as ſoonas he begins to be difpleafed- with 
her,. ke preſenely puts her away, for” the/ſ 
leaſt occalion in the World, They may 
alſo put away their Wives, if they prove // 
| barren.: And they may, after that divorce, 
warry {ix weeks atter., 
: It 45-lawful for Widdows to marry again 

the ſecond time: But if they ſhould marry 

three times, they are reputed yery wanton 
and1ight heed Houſe-wives. | 


I Maintenance : And. coming to Maturity. o 
Age, they divide the Principal 
F themſelves. 


' which they obſerve in their Marriaget 


» 
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CHAP. Y L 


bin Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Abiſlin's. 


'A Lthough the Inhabitants of that King. 
dom Srofeſs the Chriſtian Res 
yet notwithſtanding they may. 


= Women as they pleaſe, and Khat 
without the licence of their Negw, .or 


DA —— — 


| | High-Priet The men of that Country 


are ſo far from receiving any Portion from 
their Wives, that on the contrary .they 
muſt allow them a Dowry ;_ which ; 


| ina Sum of Money, which is depoſited: in 


ſome truſty hand. of the Womens neerer 
Relations, who. pays him the intereſt as 
long as the Woman lives: But in caſe the 
dieth without iflue he then may 

the Principal, but if ſhe leave any. Chil 
dren, then the Intereſt goes, towards, 


Theſe are the Ceremomies 


Coerts that is to be married, are: 
f Etc before the Church Dovr, and, 
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fing many Hallelujshs ; then, cutting two 
Tufts of the new married Folks Hair, they 


Prieſts, going three times round about them, 


ut them in Wine ſweetned with Honey. 
After that, they take up the Bridegroomg 
Tuft of Hair, which they put upon the 
Brides Head, on-the very ſame place where 
her own bath been cut off; they alſo take 
up the Brides Tuff of Hair, which they like- 
wiſe put upon theHead of the Bridegroom': 
And, having ſprinckled them both with 
Holy Water, they receive the Communion 
and the Nuprial Bleſſing. The Prieft doth, 


laſt of all, give them notice that they aref 
both but - one Fleſh. This Ceremony be-] 


ing ended, they all return home, where 
there is a great Feaſt prepared, and they 
make very great cheer. But the new mar- 
ried Folks muſt not ſtir out of the + Door, 
till a month after the Solemnization of their 


_— 


Marriage : After which time, the Bride 
muſt, when ſhe goes out of the Doors 
wear a black Vail upon her Face, which the! 
ought not to lift up but at fix months. en 
after,unleſs ſhe doth prove with Child. 
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CHAP.-VII 
Nuptial Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Fgyptians, 


| A Movngſt the Epyptians, when a Cou- 


ple is to be married, the Friends. of 


{| both Parties reſort to the place where the 


wedding Feaſt is preparing ; the Bride- 
groom goes to fetch his Bride to her Dwel- 


| ling and handeth her to the foreſaid'place : 


i Where being come, they refreſh themſelves: : 
with their Relations and Friends, drinking 


| @ameGlaſſes of Wine,and diftributing ſome 


dry ſweet-Meats, This ' done © the 'Bride- 


| groom s:Relations and Friends accompany 
| him to Church, thenthey come again to 


4 be Bride and condudt her thither alſo, 


oors/F many Torches and Wax-Candles lighting 
h ihe them on the way they go along the. Streers, 


- ENL 


inging Pſalms and Hymns in their Coprick 
Language, and withlittle wooden ves 


hers knocking upon litzle Rulers of Ebony, 


I vhich is inſtead of yery Harmonious Muſick 


FAS 


| amonglt them ; this Ceremony is performed 


Finenegiately afecr Midnight. 
: \Being come to. Church they cond 
' SW | D | 


act 
the - 


LI 
ao ($0) 
the Bridegroom into the Mſhancel, where 
uſually the Divine fervice'is celebrared :. As 
for the Bride, ſhe is led to the Womens 
Apartment, ' Then rhe Priefts,' together 
with the people, begin ſome Prayers with 
Hymns which laſt a conſiderable rime, The 
Divine ſervice being ended the Prieſt, who 
1s to celebrate the Solemnity. of Marriage, 
coming out of the Veſtry in his Robes, leads 
the Bridegroom into the middle of the 
Chancell, and, reading upon him three or 
four Prayers, doth fign him with rhe Sign 
of the'Croſs at the beginning and / ending 
of every Prayer; This done, he cauſerh 
him'to {tt down on the Ground, his fac 
trned towards the Heikel, and holding # 
Silver Croſs upon . his head behind him, he 
readerh many more Prayers. | 

.- Whilſtthar theſe things are done in the 
Chancell, the Sexton carrying a Seat out 
of the Chancel), plates it at rhe Chancell 
door ; and ſpeakiag 'ro the Bride, defire 
her to ſ1r down on it, with a Woman of het 
nearer Rclations. Then rhe Prieſts begi 
to ſay the Prayers, which-they call the Pra 
yers of the knot ; wi1ich being ended, thi 
Parſon purs on the Bridegroom a long 
whitcRobe, like a Surplice, & girdeth binf 
with a white Girdle above his Loins, "al 
covereth his Head with a clean Napkin 


ncell- 
efires 


f ket 


begin] 
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(Fr) 
He then taking him by the hand .condu&- 
eth him out of the, Chancel] to his Bride, 
and making him fir down near her, he 
takes theNapkin from his Head, ard bring- 
ing both their Heads together, covers them 
both with the ſame. Afterwards he anojnt- 
eth them both with confecrared Oil, on 
their Forcheads and above their Wriſts : 
Then, having joined both their Hands to- 
gether, he reads to themn aloud an Exhor- 
ration of the Duties, which-they ought to 


render one another mutually. $© endeth the 


Solemnity of their Marriages which | they 
call the Coronation of the Bridals. Laſt of 
all, they begin Maſs and the Bride and 
Bridegroom, having very devoutly, upan 
their Marrow bones, ſwallowed up their 
Breaden God, every one returns to the 
place of Feaſting. 
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CHAP, VIIL 


Nuptial Ceremonies among ſt the Sabe- 
ans. ; | 


He Sabeans, who are otherwiſc called 
the Chriſtians of Saint Jobn,are thoſe 
People, which inhabit in the Canfines of 
Perſia towards the Kingdom of the Turks, 
"They indeed retain ſome Pnciples of the - 
Chriſtian Religion,; but as they border up-. 
on Turky and have great Commerce with 
the Fews, they alſo partake Yomething of 
Tudaiſm 'and Mahometaniſm. "They may 
according to their Law marry two Wives, 
As for the Ceremonies of their Marriages 
they are but very ſhort, being theſe. Both 
Parties being come to Church with - their 
Friends and Relations; the Prieſt doth pre- 
ſently put the Bride upon her Oath before 
all the People, asking. her whether ſhe bea 
pure Virgin orno, And although ſhe an- 
ſwer in the afhrmative upon her Oath, yer 
notwithſtanding, that muſt not ſerve the 
turn, but the Prieſts Wite, with other. 
' married Women, muſt ſearch her : And 
in caſe they bring a Verdi& conformable 
to what ſhe hath depoſed upon Oath, then 
the Prieſt baptizeth, them both: Which þ 
being "done, he bringeth them back wg 
ws | back 
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| back ; and having read ſame Prayers, . the 


Solemnity is ended, * Then the new 
married Folks are conducted to the 
Brides or the Bridegroonis houſe for--to 
feaſt, . according to the Cuſtom of their 
Country, : 
The Priefts as well as Lay-men, may at- 
ſo.marry two Wives, and their Children, 
if they be byt Sixteen years of age, fuc- 
ceed them in their Prieſtly Office ; but in 
caſe they leave no Children, then their 
neareſtRelation ſucceds them in theirPlaces, 
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CHAPS 1X. 
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Nuptial Rites or Ceremonzes of Mar. 
r1ageamongſt the Chriſtians of Col- 
chis, Georgia, Circaflia, and other 

adjacent Places h 


He Chriſtians of the States of Colch; 
Georgia, Circaſſia, and other Places 
adjacent, as they little differ from the"S4* 


beans in the Principles of Religion, fotheis 


Ceremdnies are much alike;- with this dif 


ference only : That if apy of them intends 


to. marry, if the Biſhop or Curare of the 
Pariſh be abſent, then they chooſe what” | 
8 D.z * _,. Fo! 
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Prieſt they pleaſe, and going with him in- 
_ totheir own Cellars ( which they repute as 
holy as their Churches ) the Prieft, hold- 
ing two Crowns in his hand, ſets one of 
them upon the Bridegrooms head, ſaying, 
Be thau crawned,, N, our Servant of our 
great God, for, N, the Handmaid of the 
Lord. He ers alſo the other upon the 
Brides Head, ſaying likewiſe, Be thou 
Crowned, N, the Hgandmaid of our great 
God, for, N, the Servant xi the Lord. He 
ſtitches afterwards the Bridegrooms Coat 
and the Brides Gown together : He then 
takes a Glaſs of Wine, which he preſent- 


eth to the young Couple, who having |. 


drunk one to the other, their Goſlips cur 
-. the Thred wherewith their Cloths were 
- faſtned ; and this is ail the Ceremonie of 
their «Marriages. | | 
As for theCircaſſians the Promiſe, which 
the Man and the Woman make to one a- 
mother betore ſome Witnefles, makes up 
all the formality of their Marriages, They 
ever marry a ſecond Wite, till their fors 
mer be dead, or that they are. otherwiſe 
conſtrained by ſome, very great - reaſon . cr 
| ther of Barrene(s or Aduitery. , 
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THE 


Second Treatiſe, 


a. 


—— _—_— — ——— —— 


' Nuptial Rites or Ceremonies Ll Mam 
 _ rage, obſerved and pratti 
mong /# Mahometans. 


LL the Turks may, according to 

their Law, have four lawtul Wives, 

and as many Slaves as they are able -to 
maintain : But as ſoon as their Women 
Slaves have brought them a Child, they 
obtain their | Liberty' : Wherefore they 
May beſtow them away upon their Friends, 
but never ſell them. Their Church-men 


iſed a- 'J 
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Tye, the Knot of Friendſhip and Loveis 
the ſtronger. Foy 
When they intengto contract Marriage, 
the neareſt Relations of the Man and of 
the Woman, gather themſelves together 
for to agree- amongſt themſelves about, the 
Dowry which the Young: Man mnſtallow 
his {uture Bride : For the Parents never al- 
low them any Portion at all; which thing 1s 
alſo praftiſed amongſt the Eaſtern Chriſti- 
ans. This being done, the future Bride- 
room fends. to the Maids Father, or to 
cr neareſt Relations, the Sum agreed upon, 
ro the end that a part of the ſaid Sum be be- 
ſtowed partly in Cloths, and partly upon 
Houſhold Goods, according to the Quali- 
ty of the Perſons : - As for the Remnant of 
the Mony, it muſt remain in the Hands of 
the future] Bride, or elſe ſhe depoſites it into 
the Hand of one'of her own Kindred, which 
ſhe can beſt confide in': But her furureHMC- 
band may never call her to any account” for 
it. Now-a day's the Parents, of both Parties 


contribute towards the Expences of the | 


: Wedding, for: they do' think it more ho- 
- :nourable'to do fo. As for the:-future Bride- 
*; 'groom; he maketh choice. of one of his beſt 


"I -'<Briends to invite his Gueſts and rotake care 


-ofalltkw preparation of his Wedding; and 
this man FTalled: 3 ns thewgSogay. ii. 
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W being done, this Sager, accompanied* with 
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The future Bride is to remain always 
within doors, her face covered with a Vait 
eight days before the Celebration of the 
Marriage, and none of her future Huſ: 
bands Relations may fee her. As for her 
Bridegroom he, taking his ' Sagow along 
with him, goes about to invite his Gueſts: 
The Gueſts fend every one-their Preſents 
to the Bridegroom, the day” before” the 
Wedding. The day before the Celebration 
of the Martiage, the Bride is conduCted by 
the Women to the Bath, two'or three of 
them waſhing and rubbing alt her Body, 
but eſpecially her Parfley-Garden, They 
alſo take a certain Powder, called amongft 
them Elcana, whereby they cauſe her Hair, 
her Nails, the inward parts of ' her Hands 
and Feet, to become Red. This" Bathing'is 
reputed ſo Holy a Ceremony amongft them, 
that when the Bride goes to the Bath, ſhe 
1s accompanied with\ many Women of her 
Relations and Friends, who march two by 


two before her, every one of them holding a 
lighted Wax-Candle in their Hand. 


+ 1.” The Wedding day being come, the 
; Bridegroom ſends Preſents to the Cady , in- 


treating him/ to draw an Inſtrument int 


4 writing concerning the Dowry, which by 


Agreement he ought'to allow his Bride.” This 
all 
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which carry her Goods and Houſhold-ſtuff, 


(58) 
all the Gueſts go tothe Brides Houſe, many 
rums, Trumpets, Fifes, and other Lnſtrus 
ments, ſounding before thera, They all | 
ftay in the lower Court. of the Houſe, then 
the Brides Father coming down with her, | 
delivers her into the cuſtody of the Sagow, | 
who preſently mounts ber on Horſe-back, & 
condudts her to her Bridegrooms Houſe. All 
the Relations and Friends of both Parties go 
afoot after her, the Carts and Horſes 


following in the Rear : The Bride rides up+ 
on a Horſe richly trapped, her face being 
covered with athin Vail, and an Umbre- 
lo carricd over theirHead :She tsalſo waited 
upon by her Servants, Chamber-maigs and 
her Nurſe, who going ' a foot at her fide, 
ſhed tears for Joy, bewailing ' her Virgini- 
ty, Which, is zeduced to the laſt Extremuey 
of being loſt | In the mean- while, as ſhe rides 
along, ſhe. with alittle bowing of her Head 
alutes them,whom ſhe meets in the Streets, 
Which thing-no W-.mangare do but upon 
her wedding Day. Being cometo her Bride- 
grooms Dor, - Sagox belps her down 
and her Bridegroom, wanting for her at the 
Door, conducts ber to the VY.otnens Ap». 
partment,: And, after they have fealſted 
[oikparn they begin - to:dagce  nacerily, of 

he, ball being ended andthe Gueſtsrexired Þ. 
| : _ 


- 
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_ (59) 
to their reſpeftive Habitations the Sapog, 
. taking the Bride by the Hand, leadeth her 
to the Nuptial Chamber and commits her 
to the cuſtody of her Bridegrooms Eanuchs, 
until he himſelf comes, As ſoon as he is 
* come, after their mutual Civil Salutations, , 
he takes away her Veil, and all her Cloths, 
one after another, but when he comes to 
unbutton and take down her Linnen-Draw- 
ers, there will be a little fumbling | and 
ſcuffling ; for ſhe will be ſure to ſhew fome 
little willing Refiſtance. The next day the 
Sagow Comes to pay his Civilities,& makes 
them many drolling and frollick Queſtione. 
Az ſoon as the new-married Wife is up the, 
taking ſome Women of her near Relations 
with her Chamber-ryaids, goes to the Bath 
and having ſufficiently duckt her felf, ſhe 
returns to her Husbands Houſe. Thefs are 
the Ceremonies which - are praftiſed' a» 
mongſt them of the better Quality.” It is 
a Common Cuſtom, amongſt the Turks, to 
marry three Sifters one after another, pror 
vided that they have married the Eldeſt at 
I firſt, but if they began at the Youngeſt, 
{ they may never marry her Eldeſt Siſter: 
T . The Arabians did formerly contra} 
+. 4 Marriage onely for a time prefixt and limit- 
#4 ed, by mutual conſent of both Patties; 
1 + And to the end that they might make os | 
2x7 ew 


(60) 
ſhew-of Matrimonial Convention,the Wo, |, 
man did preſent her Bridegroom witha 
Tent and a Dart for her Portion : But the 
limited time being expired, ſhe fairly went 
her way looking for a freſher Cuſtomer, | 
Which Cuſtome procceded from the Incon-F 
ſtancy and natural Looſeneſsin both Sexes, 
which loved change and variety, inſuch a 
a manner, that a Woman was married in 
one place,- brought forth in another, and 
bred up her Children in anothet,. without 
remaining long inany. place ail her life time, 
The people of Arabia Felix had the Women 
common in every Houſe : The Man that 
came home at night firſt, having ſett a 
ſtick before the Door, went to Bed with 
the Woman: $9 that amongſt them, they 
never reputed any to commit Adultery, 

- bur thoſe who had to do with them: of ano- 
ther Nation. 1 

Now adays the Arabians take as many 
Wives as they pleaſe, but they never put 
them away as the Turks do, They alſo 
buy them with ready Money, but they are | 
very ſtrict in not coupling theraſelves with 
any Women, ' but them ot their own Fart: | 
ly or Alliance. As for their Formalities. of, 
Nuptial Ceremonies, they arc the fams, 
with them of the Turks. 4 

When the Perſians go a wooing, if they.” 

err intend 


_ 


( 6r:.) 
latend to ſignalize themſelves for their Fix 
delity and paſſion towards their Miſtreſles, 
they uſe to. burn themſelves.in many places 
of their Bodies with ſome kind oft Linnenz 


which they ſett on fire, much like our 
Chyrurgeon's Cauſticks, And being ,. {a 


burnt, they come in this manner into cheir.. 


Miſtreſſes Preſence, who have: a care of 
ſending them ſomeLinnen, or: Pieces of Silk, 
to bind and heal their Waunds :. . And 
he that hath. moſt Burnings/ on his Body; 
is moſt eſteemed among(t. the ' Ladies, . and 
will ſooner purchaſe their favourable ac+ 
ceptance, They may marry many Women; 
the Mechanicks. may . have ſeven and. no 
more, but their Nobles may.have as many 
% they are able to maintain. X 

When a Perſon of Quality 1s to marry, 
his Parents, Relations, and intimate Friends. 
Without Invitation,refort to his Houſe, wear+; 


\1ng his Liveries: Bur # they be neither 
Relations, nor Familiar Friends, they may, 
not then be permitted to wear them, 


they only appear in their. beſt Equipage. 


| The Bride comes out of her Houſe riding 
4 en Horſe-back, accompanied with the Wor 
- þ men of. her Relations and Friends gallantly; 
4 mounted: Many Inſtruments* of Muſick! 
"4 Playing before them, they go, towards the; 
the Bridegrooms Houſe; who alſo coming 
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to meet them with his Friends on Horſe 
back, theſe rwo Squadrons joined together 
go back to the Brides Houſe, where they 
begin the Ball, The Ball being well begun, 
two Gentlemen condudt the. Bridegroom 
into the Brides Bed-chamber, two Gentle. 
women lead the Bride to her Bridegroom 
and reſign her into his Armes, About Mid- 
night ſome old Women come down, and 
bring a Linnen which they preſent to the 

Bridegroom's Relations, f it appear bluſh. 
ing: with the Beauty-Spots of a loſt Maiden. 
head,  then' they hug it as a precious 
Relick, but in caſe it be, Factes miris modis 
pallida, then thoſe ſame old - Women 
bring away the Bride, and rhe Bride- 
groom divorceth kimſelft from her be 
fore'the hole Aſſembly; and having paid 
a very ſmall Sum of Money to her Relations, 
they prefemly carry her away, 

"- Amongſt the people of Cambaya, Palan- 
dura and Maldrvia, this particular Cere- 
mony 18 obſerved in their Marriages, Both 
Parties being agreed, the furure Bride dele« 
: gates a Manof her Fathers near Relations, 

who harh power to repreſent her Perfonz | 
this Man goes with the future Bridegroom'' 
before the 'Pandiar, or Prieft,: and taking 
the Bridegroom by the Hand, asks him” 
wherher he be willing to take his Kinf- 
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woman, for his lawful Wife, upon ſuck 
Terms and Conditions as have been pro- 
pounded and+ concluded, The Prieft ask- 
eth the Womans Kinſman the ſame Queſti- 
on, and both anſwering affirmatively, then 
the Prieft proceeds ro the other Solemmnities 
of Marriage, the Relations of both Par- 
ties being preſent as witnefles of the Coniy- 
gal Knor. This Solemnity being ended 
they all reſort to the Brides Houſe where 
ſhe, waring for them, recerves them -with 
all poſſible Civility and Demonſtrations of 
Reſpect. Then they are regaled, many In. 
ſtrucients of Muſick playmg all the while 
they are feafting ; many Perfons come to 
compliment the new-marrted 'Couple, rhe 
Bride preſenting them with Boxes of Beref,” 
They alſs-ſend ro the Pandiar two Larrings, 
a Difh of the beft Mcat, with a Bux of 

Betel, The tiew married Folks are obliged' 
ro ſend their Preſents to their King | and* 
Queen, according 'to their Ability ; Bux 
when the King- himſelf is married, all ' bis 


Subjects are bound to ſend him their Pre- 


ſents : Some ſend them Cloths, ' ſome Robes, 
others'ſend him "Turbans, -and others again 


only Fruits ani Flowers, | 


"The Men of the fore-ſaid Countries may; _ .- 
have three awfulWives at onetime, if they >: 


be able to-nrainta;n them; and i they live | 


".F  . 
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| Dowry, which in their own Language is 
_ called Ran;. The Bachellours Marry when 


(64) 
1g the ſame Iſland, heis bound by tlie law 


to. divide amongſt them the duty of Bene- 
volence equally : ' But this. Law u not al- 
ways obſerved amongſt them. | 

The Women never bring their Husbands 
any | Portion. at. all, on the contrary the 
Husband muſt not only defray all the char- 
ges of the Wedding, and provide them all, 
things neceſlary,but alſo ſettle upon them'a 


es 


they, pteaſe,, but as for che Maids, their Pa» 
rencs beſtow them upon the firſt that offer- 
eth any. reaſonable Terms, when they have 
attained ,to ten or twelve Years of Age. 
But in caſe their Fathers be, dead, they 
then are accounted Orphans. and they may 
not; marry, till they be fifteen. When 
they preſent themſelves before theirPandjar: 

) be joined in Marriage, he makes a ſtriCt. 
crutiny whether the Perſons be any way: 
related to one another in Blood,or, in Milk, 
So. that if he find that they uſed call one 
another Rrother or Siſter, only? for love' ; 
ſake, or elſe that they have ſucked the ſame} 
Nurſe, it is a lawful Impedinient toobſtruS) 
their Marriage, and their Prieſt dares pro-! 
ceed no further, 'The Husbaad puts away, 
his Wife when, he pleaſes, provided thati;/ 
the Woman give her conſent to it, but At 
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the refuſes to agree to'it, he notwichſtand* 


ing may put her away, if he firſt pay her 
down her Dowry promiſed upon Marriage: 
Through all the 'Tſland of Ceilay men 
may marry as many Women as they are a- 
ble te maintain, and Maids are commonly 
married as ſoon as they come to be ten or e- 
leven ; Even as n the Iſlands of Cambays, 
Palandura, and  Maldivia. EI 
The Mahbometans of the Iſland of Fawan 


' may not have above four or five lawful 


Wives, but they may take as many Concu- 
bines as.they can maintain. On their Wed- 
ding Day their Friends, 'Slaves, and other 
Menial Servants appear richly clad_ before 
tle doors of the Bride and Bridegroom, 
where they bave ſet up many Pikes adorned 
with Fringes of white. and red Cotton: They 


'alfo diſcharge ſeveral Volleys of Stiot be- 
"fore the "Door. Aﬀter- twelve of the Clock, 


the Bridegrogin goes out ro ferch his Bride 


--% 


a this following Potnp, Firſt there are 


*hve'or fix men whych carry five or fix. Bas - 


—_ 
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low a great 'Train of Men, which{havis 
ſome Baſons bung to their Necks beat upon 
them continually, as they march along. 
Theſe are followed wath' a'great Number of 
Men which carry long Matrocks coloured 
with Red, and adorned with Peacock's and 
Horſes Tails; 'Then come ' thirty or forty 
other Men armed -with Darts, Swords, and 

'Brcklers, in their Buff-coats ; theſe armed 

\Men- march -with great Pomp, and .many 
tunes making a Hale fight amongſt them- 
ſelves, and ſometimes dance for to divert 
the -SpeQators. 'Theſe laſt are followed with 
other ,Drummers, immediately after theſe 
come a great, company of Maids- richly. 4- 
Frned, ome of which carry- Baskets full.of 
Flowers, and rich Pictures, . others liatle 
gilded Boxes, others carry little Coffers -fqr |; 
to keep their Betel. The married. Women, | 
which follow the Maids,. do nat.come emp- 

_ 'ty,-but march every one _carrying:all,man« | } 
ner of Houſhold-StuB; all. which things-are | then 
Preſents which they bring tothe Brade. The I feaft; 
Bridegroom comes out ala 5dng ona Fs l; 
back and richly attired, having His Relay 
op eo aborn Big yell grog Pas [0] 
r ys. _I his Nuptial Pg 1s ut. 1 
ik all the Guelts whick ark invitet-r9.thihroy 
Wedding, all of them gallantly raountedſh 

*Fhig Cayalcade being come near the E 4 
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Houſe, all the Drummers ſtand before he. 
Door playing merrily;but as for thoſe which 
carry their Swords, Bucklers and long Mat- 
rocks, they order themſelves on both {des of 
the Street makibg a Lane till this pompous 
Train be paſt. The Bridegroom being 
come to the Brides door, ſhe ſtands ready to 
wait upon him, who lighting oft his Horſe, 
ſhe having a Veſſel full of Sweet Water, 
and-caſting her ſelf upon her knees doth 
walh his tect, which being done ſhe pre- 
{ently riſing up takes him by the hand, and 
 conduts him into her own Appartment z 
where having ftaid a little while to pay 
their mytyal Civilitys,the Bridegraom help- 
ing his Bride on ker Palfrey, they retyrn 
tothe BridegraomsDwelling jn the ſame Or- 
\Ger a8- they came. Being come. near the 
\Fridegropms Houſe, they all alight, and the 
'Bridegroom taking his Bride by the Hapd 
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' | goes 10 firſt, and all their Guefls following 
ſeq them, ahey remain with them ,three days 
0! 


taſting, dancing, and making extraordine- 
I} Nr Cheer. - The Inhabitants. gf the IF 
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Whlhnd of Molcros, rerajo yer ſome  princi- 


les of Idolatry, with the Adgbgmergniſes 
hich, the Perþans and  Hrahipit, rave 
ought in ampngſt them: Thoſe People + 
7: bave. as many. Wives. 2s. they: are 
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they are ſo excceding jealous of them, that | $ 
they can in no wiſe ſuffer that any Man | B 
ſhould ſo much as caſt an Eye upon them, | wv 
They are notwithſtanding very Liquoriſh, | w 
and let their Husbands uſe never fo great |. ha 
Precaution, yet they will be ſure to enter- | In; 
rain their Gallants and Paramours, and getaf it 
Lick of the Horſe-Radiſh with them in | dr: 
corner. When any Man amongſt them de. | in 


fires ro marry, he may never go to. vilat his | tha 
Miſtreſs,till the Parents of both Parties are | W. 
agreed amongſt themſelves, but after the | aw: 
ſaid Agreement then he is introduced into me: 
her preſence, and ſhe 1s obliged to accept df} Th 
him, athough the never faw his Face bf 6 e 
fore. . CF Birr 4 mor 
The people of Barbar y,but thoſe efpecib$ Chr 
| ly of the better ſorr, marry many Wives ab Jeu 
” ſo. but they do not buy them. They, onljÞ #þc4 

allow' them Dowries  anf« erable ro thelſh < 

Quality, as the Ancient Romans did uſed gall: 
+ do. They retain yer ſome old Cuftoms al ped 
- Ceremomies which the Goths and Vanalot 1 
" have Jeft- amongſt them; "They are. alſo thi 
- ektreamly Jealous of rheir Wives that Wiſom 
© Will, by no means, allow them. to appaler . 
© befofe their own Fathers withour their Wilitur 
- ces be covered with a Vail  WFrier 

"Phe Meors of the Kingdom of Me 


marry many lawful Wives, befide * 
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Concubines allowed them by their -Alcerar. , 
Some few days before the Marriage the 
Bridegroom goes to the Caccs, and having 
with him the Relations of both Parties as 
witnefles, they ſend for a Notary who, 

| having received his Inſtructions concern- 
ng the Dowry, which the ſaid Bridegroom 

isto give to, his future Bride, the Notary 
drays a publick Inſtrument of ir, which is, 
mn their qwn Language, called Cadach: So 
that although they may divorce their 

Wives afterwards, they may not put them 
away till they have paid them the full Sum 
mentioned in the Contract of Marriage. 
They are very joviall at their weddings,and 

f extraordinarily profuſe, that ir is a com» 
mon Proverb amongſt them, That 'the 

1 Chriſtians ſpend moſt in Suits at Law, the 

| Jews in their Paſſovers, and the Moors at 

their Weddings. 
On the Wedcing Day the Bride, being 

1} gallantly mounted upon a Mule rich! 'y rrap- 
| pe and adorned, and having a Cinopy 

Wot Turky Carpecs over , her Head, with 

a thin. Vail over her F ace; She 1s led in 

Lomp abour Town, &- imm ;ediately. Firer 

follow many Moles carrying her Fur-, 

ure and . other' Preſents, , whith - her. 
pin beſtowed upon, her. Afrer the 
ome all the Men: and the Women 
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of her Friends and Relations; but the W6- 


men, as they march along, make hideous 
Outcries which, together with their Moorifh 
double Drums,make a horrible Noife. . After 
this Cavalcade, they betake themſe!iv-s to 
their Dinner, which being ended they go 
to the Market place; and if the Bridegroom 
be a Military Perſon, then all his Friends 


cilmg themſelves with their Lances, and 
Javelins, on purpoſe for to divert the whole 
Afſembly; afrer which Recreation every 


one withdraws to their reſpe&ive Habita- | 


tions, 

But amongſt Perſons of eminent Quality, 
the Bride is mounted upon a Camel ſump- 
tuouſly ferr out, and charged with a little 
Turret { called amongſt them Gaiola) het 
Head covered with a thin Taffers, ſo thin, 
that although none can ſee her Face, yet 
ſhe eaſily can ſee all them that are about 


her, She is accompanied with many Getitle- ' 


women and Knights which ride along with 
her, and after the Cavalcade ſhe is again 
conducted to her Fathers Hauſe, and from 


thence © to her Bridegtooms Habitationz, | 
whereghe Feaſt being ſumpruouſly prepar- . 
ed, all the Afembly reſort to feaſt, to ling. 
and to dance. Aﬀter which Jollites Þ* 
the Bridegroom begins a riew Courarit with Þ 
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appear there on Horſeback playing and exer- 
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(72 ) | 
Bride, but in' caſe he find. that. ſhe.-hath 
been- vers'd in it before, and her caſe ſoglain 
and open, that no Tokens of. Virginity. ap- 
pear, then he preſencly ſurrenders her to 
her Parents, who have her' away with all 
her Furniture and Houſhold-Scuft; Bur if, 
on the contrary, her Clothes appear dyed, 
with the Roſe ard Lilly, then he hugs ber 
as aipure Virgin, and her Linnea Drawers. 
are carried in Triumph thorough- all - the! 
City, as an honourable Teſtimony of the 
unqueſtionable Vitginity of his new tried 


| Bride, The Fews themſelves, who-live 1n 


=_ Countries, obſerve the ſame Cus 
m. 

They of the Kingdom. of Fez, practile 
this particular Cuſtom at their Marriages, 
that as ſoon as' a Farther hath promiſed his 
Daughter in Marriage, then\the Parents of 
both- Parties gather themſelves in ſome : 
aſigned place ; going afterwards: to the - 


| Moſque with two Notaries, wha write , 


down the Conditions af the Contract. :T his . 
being done, and: the Parties being fu'ly a- : 
greed,. then the Bridegroom-invi:esto Din- | 
ner” them; which have accompthietd. him 


\ F and: Have been witnefles of the Contratt: ./ 
| Etie Brides Father: dotti- likewiſe feaſt, bis. - 
3 2wi Relations When the Bridegroam 4n- - 
tendsto bring his Bride; he then ſends a; 


E 4 _ Litter 
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Litter- covered all over with rich. Silks 3 P 
ſhe is carried in it to- the publick Place of | of 
the city with all her own and her Bride- | 

ooms kindred together with many Flam- | F, 
beau's, Fifes, Drums and Trumpets ; the | T 
Bridegrooms Friends goe betore the Bride | di 
with their Flambeaus, and his Fathers Fa- | te 
 miliars follow after her. As ſoon asthey \'Þ th 
are come to that publick place, then the } aft 
Bridegroom comes to ſalute her Father | ch; 
and Relations ; which Duty of Civility | int 
being performed, he then, ' without any He 
more Ceremony, betakes himſelf ro his own f Me 
Habitation, waiting there for his Bride, } for 
who as ſoon as ſhe 1s come thither, her. | goe 
Father and "neareſt Relations accompany | nly 
her even tv her Nuptial Chamber Door, ' | fort 
and relign her into the Hands of her  } the 
Bridegroom : who as ſhe comes into the | han 
Chamber ſets his Foot upon one of hers, | mar 
and having ſhut the Door upon themſelves, | you 
every -one withdraw, ſome few Women. {| Eml 
| only excepted which, remaining at their» 4 v, / 
Doors till the conſummation of Marriage, :Þ mar; 
come down afterwards bringing the lower: 
Sheet all' hedewed with the: Tokens of her * 
loft Virginity.” Bur in caſe no ſuch Tokehs: Þed.\ 
appear, then ſhe is fairly diſmiſt, as a Crackt!' Þthee 
piece and furrendred to her Parents 5; As» $I 
for the-Gueſts they go' their ways with a? tial ] 
VIALS E221 | c w Peck. BY. 
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Peck full of trouble, and their Bellies full 
of Vacaum. | 
- Thoſe People uſe to make three ſeverall. 
| Feaſts at the Solemnity ot their Marriages ; 
The firſt is made on the day of the Wed- ' 
ding ; the Second is made the next day af - 
ter, bur this is oniy for the Women : And 
| the Third is prepared on the Seventh day 
after the Celebration of Marriage, and this 
|| chiefly concerns the Brides Relations and 
intimateFriends, who are all feaſted thatDay. 
Her Father ſends his Son in Law ſomeSweet< 
Mears and ſome wholeMuttons on that day 
for a Preſent. But as ſoon as the Bridegroom 
goes out of Doors, which happens ordina- 
nly but at ſeven days end, he ther. goes 
forthwith to buy ſome Fiſhes, and bringing - 
them Home, he delivers them into the 
hands of his Mother, or of ſome other Wo- 
man, who immediately fling them all on'the 
young married Womans fcet,as a fortunate 
Emblem of her future fruitfulneſs. 
v.A Month after the Marriage : the -new. 
married Womans beſt Friends ſend her great 
*2Þ Fors full of -Bread 'fried in Oil; and whole 
F Murtons ready roſted ; and the new marr - 
d Man, to retaliate their kindneſs, invires 
em to 2 Feaſt.; 
= a Widdow be married again, the cup 
Fi | Powp : is not ſo magnificent, 4he Guelts | 
= k me muſt 
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maſt then be contented with roft Muttony 
Beef, and ſome boiled Hens: They alſo ſet? 
before them a great wooden Platter charg” 
&d' with Porringers of Broth. As tor the 
poorer ſort of people they ſett before their 
Gueſts agreat wooden Charger of Broth 
thickned with Bread grated very ſmall, with 
thick Gobbets of Beef, but they make uſe 


of no Spoons, every one helps himſelf with 


his Hands, 

\*- The Inhabitants of the Kingdoms of Tu 
3x and Alpier, marry but very few Wo 
"men, for they are bound by their Religion 
not only to divide the duty of Benevolence 
equally amongſt rhem, bur alſo to allow e- 
very. one of them a Chamber privare to 
themſelves, The Husband doth alfo aflign 
his Wife a Dowry, and when the Manand 
the furureBrides Relations are agreed about. 
it, then the Bridegroom ſends her ſome Box- 
& of Sweer-Meats. On the Wedding Day 
the Bridegroom; Bride, their Relationsand: 
Friends, teaſt rogether in the Bridegrooms 
Houſe : They do not fit down upon Sears! 
a we do, at Table, but lay along upon 
Turkey Carpets; after the Feaſt chey | 


fo dancoafter the Mooriſh Faſhion: thew } | 
the Bride mounts upon a Fheater, ere&edi | 


——_ 


for that purpoſe, and there maker'a ſhewiof 'Þ- 


her Bravery, . having ſomerites her face 8 
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ſhining with Diamonds and other precious. 
Stones, About the Evening the Bride 1s 
| conduded ro her Nuptial Bed, many 
Drums and Trumpets ſounding betore her 
then her Bridegroom follows, who ſhutting 
the Door afrer him doth conſummate the 
Marriage; All the Women waiting at the 
Chamber Door for the Brides Linnen- 
Drawers, which theBridegroom brings them, 
and having faſtned them upon a Pole they 
carry them in great Trwumph dancing and 
waking great cheer. The Woman,after her | 
Marriage, keeps ſeven days within Doors 
but as'for the Man, he muſt go to bath 
bim(elf, which thing they ought always to 
do after Coition, 4 
The Moors of «Egypt have many Wives 
which they keep in one Seraglio, as ſo ma» | 
ny Nuns in a Nunnery, every one enjoying. 
| her private Room. Burt as fog the Aforicques 
or Granadins, expelled out of Spain, called - 
Moros Francos, they bave but one. When 
the Moors of Egype are paſſionately. afkeR-- 
ed towards any Woman, they uſe ro-teftify 1 
their zealous Paſſion by ſlitting theirSkin. ink} 
þ  ſeyeral parts of their Bodies, |. 2nd, for ;prty[» 
| {ent themiſelyes before their beloved QbjeQ 
4 - Hand at. the fight of ther, they then- pre... 
ſeatly conclude ſhe hath hung out her white 
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Flag, where'are they forbear .attempting 


any more Afaults at the Breach, looking - 


upon the place as good as ſurrendred al- 
ready, 


'The- i of Faleffa and Senega. mar- ' 


L, 


ry many Women, but they have more 
reſpect for them that are better deſcended, 
They are ſo ciyil towards their Women, 
that they never overcharge their Ship, 
but ha ving given them their ſufficient Car- 
go, never load them again till they 
be lafe ly arrived to the Harbour, which we 
call, - Safe Delivery. 

The Inhabitants of Tartaria Deferta, 
which are Subj:Ets of the grear Duke of 
Moſcovy, may have as many Waves as 
they can get, and he that hath moſt of 
that kind of Cattel, is reputed amongſt 
them'the moſt: honourable Man, and the 
moſt eminent Fir gregs. 

The Tartars of Cherſoneſus, otherwiſe 
called little Fartqrs, may marry as many 
Women as their Law allowes them : They 
moſt an end buy -them of the Perigorts, or 


Circaſſrans. They maintain them Pony | 


and-are very courteous to them, and 
Ciall to them that have brought them hy 


Chi dren. They little regard Beauty of 1% 


Riches/in their Women, but only 


Fidelny and _ Manners ; If ey wer! | | b- 


Ceive ; 
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- eive theirSlaves to be duely moralized,they 
do not diſdarn to take them as theit Wives. 
From thence it comes to paſs that their 
Wives are always very faithful and duriful, 
cautious of giving their Husbands any Of- 
fence, living with them with fingular com- 
fort and Concord: If any amongſt them, 
having promiſed Marriage to a Woman, 
chance to fall {ick unto Death, he then ſends 
for. his: betrothed Bride, who is married 
.with him by his Bed-fide. He alſo, allows 
her #competent Dowry, with all Houſhold 
ſtuff fir for Houſe-keeping, and this they 
do upon the. proſped of a future Life,think- 
ing they- ſhall enjoy one another in the 
World to come. hy _ 


THE 


Third Treatiſe: 


Of Nuptial Rites, or Ceremonies, of 
Marriages prattifed amongſt Wo- 


' laters and Pagans. 


H E Indians are either Pagans, Ma- 
hometais, or Chriſtians ; but. as they 
obſerve the Ceremonies of Marriage pre- 
ſcribed by the Religion which they profeſs, 
we will treat ini this following Treatiſe only 
of thoſe which remain, even to this Day, 


plunged in the woful Labyrinth of blind 16 


latry and Paganiſm. 


All rheInd;@n: in generall, whether they be 


"y 


at their. Weddings, paſſing many Days 


Chriſtians orIdolaters,make exceeding me 


and Nights in feaſting,finging and dancing. 


«H8jſcon as the Inſtruments of Maulick be- i} 
"gin to play, they dance round with little /| 
painted ſwitches'in their hands. But as fort"! 
the Pagans, they are fo exceedingly Barbas 
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| rous, that.they bind their Women , by.pro- 
miſe upon Marriage, thatin cafe they over- 
live them, rhey ſhall -caft rhemſelves head- 
long 'into their Funeral Pile, there to be 
conſumed to Aſhes. 

| The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Kuy- 
kam and Ballagatt contract Marriage,when 
they are hardly come to. the ſeventh ' Year 
| of their Age,but they uſenot to conſummare 
it, till they be cightren. They are very 
cautious of marrying 'below their Rank 
and Quality, but their Women bring them 
little ſtore of Riches; For, belides a'few 
Jewels of inconfiderable value, they bri 
them their dainty Marigold, but not & 
Dram af Silver nor Gold: 

The People of the Kingdom of Biſnag/ 
marry as many. Women as they «gs 
in caſe any of their Women' be not cpa = 
with their Husbands,for want of their \i 
cient Doſe,or any other reaſon, rhey then 
to their King and preſenting him 'wi 
piece of Gold, he loving his Sword upon 
their Right he Shoulder ferwrhe at. "mad? 

6. ther be: divorced” in, that man 
| they may lay fully ſeek ro mrhl cheir QuaF 


7 There be ſome in that Kingdom, $1 

T <onſecrate their Dau ghters Vi irginity fo 

' grnain Idol, fo that's as ſoon. as they have 
| attained 
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attained to the tenth Year of their Age they 
are conduted with great Pomp, by their 
Parents, to the, Temple, and being come 
there the young Damſells Mother, with | 


ſome other grave Matrons, go. up with her 
toa Turret, where is erected a Statue about | 
a Cubir high : They kneel down before it 
and perform their Idolatrous Devotions. 

After which rhe young Maid muſt embrace 

the ſaid Statue three times ; which being: 
done, ſhe: muſt remain, all "her life time, 

as pure a Veſtal Virgin as ever ſerved | 
ſeven years Apprenticeſhip 1 in our Fhet- | 
Stone Park. 

Thoſe of | Canars obſerve the ſame  Nup- 
tial Ceremonies. as thoſe, of Kunkan and 
Ballag att. _ | 

The [nhabirants of Malabir, are divid- 
ed into three. Ranks viz into Braming, 
Naires and  Moucos : The Race of the 
Bramins is the moſt eminent and honourable 
amongſt chem;3- They alſo differ in gin '® | 
manner of Living, and enj conliderabl 
Prerogarives, above the . * "They may 
marry two Wiyes, but neyer any whic 
be inferiour to them in Quality : "The 
marry very-young When. they, are yet-. / 
ſeven or e:ght- years of Age. 

. Asfor their Naires which are the SE? 
try- ſants they may not match with % 

peal y may Wome Þ 
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Women ſbperiour'to-theif Ordet and-Qup * 
lity, neither is it lawfubtbr them to marry 
mote:thaw one Woman'at one rune ;/+Bur 
- for cheir Women, 'the- caſe is _ 
they may, ''if they-pleale, ' enjo 

Huwblnds: ar Lins all: which: are 
wcontribure equally towards 'her and trer! 
Childrens maingenance. The firſt thatoomer: 
in; Teaving bis' Arms at - the Door, enjoys' 

her pomp y, and" they that come: inzfry 
ate ſo:civiliasto withdraw and not $6 gd: in; 
tother, amill:1he Coaſt be/clear So) that? 
there happens no Debate nor Quarrel;:ibuc: 

they wirSpreary- 'EVery: ORE of. :thens : 

Husbans having his >Ringer"” in her .Pyo- 

? ) oqy't20 foD; wh: hag 


| Pig Naito of Afalbbar -are 
vey wanton 4d; leticherous; aheefore]. 
the Noblemey” of ithar! Country". are 'Veryo 
cardful to marry their] Daighters —_— | 
leſt'>for want: -ofo ſufficient apply k 


ng and 
| is ns Brin Banos remain 7 eons 


c Ri roon Tatds pn fear ey 
Þ unfortunareds to keep 1 
LI 


delafter that .time;: theh they: i 
ut cireir Viegiepallke Days 
rr jew wo hw F 
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as:{o0©/25 both Particsare agreed; theyi.fo 
to:thar Pagades 'Tample, Where they . uit 
to:fay, fome Prayers: :hetore thei: Briebe. 
Fiknowdays before the Wedding: thh Belas: 
tontzok both , Parties »dongugh; the Hue 
Brideevery Day:.to the Bridegroodbachiuks 
forſexeral Days! together; | V6 ho:gvennoons 
af thoſe. times treating them, ;condudtuiber 
back-to ber Parecits blouſe, Forte: pr 
with; great: M2gnit a 

the Ani of the mores great |: Wore) s 
trep=Ndufttans atcridng, care} 
ingth;s-wholo NuptialcBeſtival;:  Whetrabe: 
tune'ofo confurgmating y the. | Marrajfey 18]! 
cont, the Virgipipio ofithe: Bride 4sroffare 
cd up to an Idol, or P apode, ( yr" "y 
bales: Fhonc; :of\:Ab. horrid; Af 
. Foray) which-harbdofhirg Bodk'n 
or; Silventafimedi:t0 bis! Pri vgs 
thiwthe Brido! bg fofrtibly.fert; andor/o 4Þ 
reſon'ef; ts ſharparby torceth; great # 


[Andidg:though 
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heir Siſters Childeen is fucdted, as bein 
more certainly of rhe Blosd Royal. Inche 
Coungreys they change their Wives as 'of 

ter a9'they ' pleaſe, nor! ſeeitthe” W 

diſpleaſed'at it,. Poh airy ly PBroferablt or” 
rather acceptable : das" the Mer avs 
allowed many Wives, ſo one Woman isat- 
lowed miny-Hubads,! rd*the He Her 


queathe® ay ſhe-nodiinag; "The- Wodd 
affords! riot mare | oBſcehh”luſtful 


than / rhe Naive, Pyacgt 
ftir-u thedeiyingHeat's 
our: Rundhotd GM by mialtther rh 


bunds-drank;: born 7 
rous ends,ſo theſe — 
Ar the heh hoof" a cen bb 
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whereinto ſhe goes willingly ſo fat as. tif 
they be up to the; middle in Water +, Nei. 
ther returns ſhe; nor. do they diſunite, till 
the Waye adyiſe; them. Being «come, on 
re they looſe their. hands; and hold that 
myſterious Tye forcible and lacred ever 
after, , 4 L Iu 
oh Core bins.P y 18 forbidden; 
the Wome - modeſt,and differ not.in Ap- 
GERD all.of them. wearing . over; them a 
of White: Linnen: and. indeed; they 
are the .civilleſt of all the Idolaters. of thoſe 
Countries, which, to ſay the} truth, . have 
ng, Ine, all Women being common 


"ey of of the Kingdom of Bengals ry 
a-many Womenas:they can, Main but: 
ng are extreamly; Jealous of ; where- 
fore they keep them. as cloſe as, ps ' Eacli 'T 
da thai "<3 Bga Jewels: | ;- | 
The hn tants of Pegu have expands 
nary Mangers. Theſe People,negleQting the 
_—_—_ uſe of Women, were formerly muctr 


Sodom; wherefore, 1 to obviate- this, Miſs, 

chief,one of their Queens was conſtrained t9; 
enadt a Law that whoſoeyer ſhould be Lex 
lly convicted of that (Fraptpbe ſhould.9y:. 

alive. ; She alſo. ordained that Wi: 
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to the end that,expoſing a Samplar of thele, 
Wares, they might the ' ſooner allure Cuf- 
| tomers. The Men of that Country are; ve- 
| ry ſhy in their matching, and very fearful, 
leſt x fas ſhould light upon a Crack-piecer; 
for, . to ſay the Truth, their Maids. are, ge- 
nerally all Fire and Toe. They are ſcarce 
out of the Shell - bugggheir- ar Oiſter . will 
be gaping,whereforetheir thers,knowing, 
by Experience the common frailty of their 
Sex, (which is never found ſure -til it be 
ſure bound, ) When their Daughters are yet 
| young, they uſe to ſtitch their lower Lips, 
leaving nothing but a ſmall Orifice juſt fit 
to eyacuate their natural Efluyiuw's, On 
the. day of their gently, ul their kaya 
unſtirch them in th ridegrooms' Pre- 
ſence,and rubbing them with, ſome "Lind of 
| Oll, they are well enough dif poſed . to play 
| at Pure, or elſe at Ombre. f The No les, 
po other Perſons of Geptile Extraction, 
epute it a diſgraceto beat upon their Brides 
Aavik the fi F; kt of _ their Wedding; 
WT hire oe their Friends ar. r , 
' cudgery. Nay their is fo 
= 1 OE he will palm reward the: Vi 
* hant Champion, who bath - cou 
| Yemeaned himſelf in the firſt Qnler,. ar 
© planted his Artillery ja his Qurens; c 
Fe <P bye 2 ns - Kingdom of Sw 
he Wh F 3 > may 
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Way marry as many Women as they pleaſe. 
'F hey commonly buy them of their Parents; 
they may alſo ſend them packing .at their 
Pleaſure but they muft maintain the Chil- 
dren which they have had by them. "The 
Womens Parents \may alſo recal their 
Daughters ro their own Houſes, provided 
they pay back apain the Mony which they 
have received of rhe&it Husbands. They 
that are Idolaters have the ſame Cuſtoms as 
thoſe of the Kingdom of Pegu, but thoſe a- 
mongft them, which' profels the Mahome- 
ray principles, are better civilized and mo- 
ralzed, 

The Chineſe beſtow their Children inMar- 
riage when they are very yourg, and their 
Fathers contrat them oftentimes when 
they are yet in their Mothers. Womb. 
When any of them is to marry he appoints 
his future Bride ſuch a Dowry as he is able 
to give her; the Day appointed for the 
Wedding being come, the Brides Father 
makes a ſumptuous Feaſt, ro which all his 
Son-in-Law's Parents and Friends are in- 


vited: "The Day following, the Bridegrooms 


Father doth do the fame towards his Daugh- |, | 
. ter-in-Law?s Relations. This Fealt. being 4 
ended the Husband, bringing the forefild | % 
Dowry before the whole Aſſembly, delivers Þ: ; 


eth it to his Bride, who preſently Nu 
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ders it into the-hand of hey Father. or. Mo: 


ther; which thing is done for to make them 
a Part of. amends for the Charges,they have 
been at. in her bringingup 'and Educati- 
on,and,for this reaſon, they that have moſt 
Daughters are commonly the wealthieſt a- 
miongſt them, For the Parents make uſe of 
their: Naughters Dowry, :and improve it 
nat oaly for their own profit,. bur alſo for. 
the good of their Daughters, becauſe after 
their deceaſe all the Dowry, together with 
the Improvement, returns.to. their Daugh- 
ters, for their and their Childrens Mainte- 
nance. * 
The Ch:nefe may have as, many Women 
as they pleaſe, bur their firſt Love 1s looke. 
upon as the only lawful . Wife, the others. 
baing reputed amongſt them. no better than 
Paramours. or Concubines. Wheretore they . 
| always live withthe firſt, but,as for the 0- 
thers, they maintain them 1n: ſeveral other 
' Places, and in caſe, they- be Merchants, 
they ſend them as Factors inn; their ſeveral 
places of Trathck. They are forbidden . by . 
their Law to.marry within, any. :degree. of 
Confanguinity, and they are, bk 2s not / 
. ta-marry any Woman wha: beareth the 


ame Sirname as themſelves, although ſh2 + 


4 mn Womea far above their Ex 


F:wereof no Kin at all. They eſte Y / 
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| (88) | 
an handſome Woman, although like” 8 
Muſhrom born'upon a Dunghil, 1s a dainty 
Diſh for their palates. As for the . common 
ſort of Peopie amongſt them, they. buy 
their Wives with ready Money, and fell 
them again'as ſoon as their Appetite longs 
far Variety. — 

* Mendoza doth write that, in ſome Pro- 
vinces next adjacent to Tartary, the - Vice- 
roys do prefix a certain limited time, within 
which both Men-and Maids are obliged to 
marry, or elſe to confine themſelves ' within 
the Walls of a Cloyfter. When the faid 
prefixt time is come, all that deſire to maar-' 
ry 200 to be married, come to a' certain 

ity;appointed ro rhem by their Govern- 
obrs for that purpoſe, As ſoon as they are 
come thither they' prefent themſelves before 


twelve Commilfioners ele&ted © by * their... 


King : Theſe Commiſſioners are common 
ly grave and the 'moſt ancient perſons of, - 
the ſaid City:: They take the Names and 
Sirnames of all'Bachellozs and Maids which 
come before them; they enquire alſo into, 
their Qualities, and the Dowries which the 
Men are able to beſtow upon their Wo#+ 
men: This being done, they examine their 
Catalogue ang finding more Men than 
Women, or more Women than Men, . 
they cauſe them todraw Lots, and by this 
y v : means 


Wo 
mens the ſupernumerary ones zrecaſt back 
till the following Year, Six of them twelve 
Comtniffioners divide the Men into three 
Companies : Setting aſide the Rich in the 
firſt, the Middle fort of them, in the fe- 
cond, and the Pooreſt in the third. Whilſt 
that theſe ſix are making this Separation 
amongſtthe Men, the other {ix arc bufy in 
making alſo a diſtinftion amongſt the Wo- 
men, ,diſtributing them into three Bands : 
In the Firſt they place chem that are emi- 
nently Handſome; In the Second, then 
that are indifferently Comely ; And m the 
Third, the Deformed and Hard-favoured 
by Nature. This Divifion being made,, / 
they beſtow the Faireſt upon the Rich men, . 
who, in regard of that, pay a certain.Sum = 
of Money limited by the Judges; they then 
give the lefs Handſome to them of the'Mid- 

le ability, without paying any -thing *t 
all. *As for the Hard-favoyred they become 
the portion of the Pooreft ſort of Men, but 
withal they receive ſome Money with them: 
for the Money which the Rich men have 
pad and depoſited' in the Judges Hands, 13 
diſtributed equally amongſt them. * The 
Men being thus coupled with the* Wornen;, 
Ithey refort to ſome publick Houſes, appornt- 
ed by the King in every City for that 'pur? 
poſe, which Houſes are furnifhed with Beds, 
—_ is and 
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and all things neceflary for the new maggied 
Folks, who remaia there fifty days feaſting, 


dancing and Þ making exceeding. merry, | 


 Aﬀeer which time all che Men, inſtead of 
Ciloak-bags, carrying proviſion for. ' their 

Cod-piece, betake themſelves to their re- 

ſpective Habitations. | 


The Nobles of that Country are nat ob- 


liged to obſerve the Laws aforeſaid, but 
they marry when and whom they pleaſe. 
The People of Favan marry uſually: but 
one Woman, - but they ſend her packing 
when they liſt, and marry another. As for 
their Women they may not leave.their 
Husbands and take others, unleſs they be 
ſow themſelves upon ſome great Lord, who 
15 willing to accept of them. | 
The Tartars, which are Idolaters, have 
many Wives whicb, notwithſtanding their 
Number,liye amongſt themſelves peaceably, 
The Firſt is always accounted the - molt 
honourable, and her Children are preferred 
before. any others. If a Father chances to 
dye, his Son may marry all the Women he 
I:aves behind him, his own Mother and, 
Siſters only excepted. They \commonly 


marry their Siſters- in-Law after their Bro: 


—_—— 


thers Deceaſe, and they are very JoyulatÞ. 
+, | that 


The Inhabirants of the large Province of $ers 
 TangwbÞ tale 


every one of their Weddings. 
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Tanguth, together with thoſe. of the Ring- 
dom of Catay, way have as many Women 


| as they are able to maintain, Theſe People 


are great admirers of Beauty, and -it they 

be never fo-rich they will purchaſe a hand./ 
ſome Woman at any rate, although ſhe bs; 
of never .ſo mean Parenrage. 'They have 

ſometimes to che Number at thirty Waves, 
more or leſs according to their Abilities, but: 
the firſt is always the moſt regarded. If any; 
of their Women be moroſe, or troubled: 
with any other intolerable Qualities, they 
preſently pack her away to learn better 
Manners: they marry their Kinſwomen e» 
yen as the 7a7tars do, their own Mothers 
and Siſters onely excepted, | 
The Pcople of Camdy have extraordina-: 
ry Cuſtoms amongſt themſelves : On their 
Wedding Day they will mvite all forts of 
Strangers which ſojourn amongſt them, and 
leave them, without any diſturbance,to ſolace 
themſelves with their Brides. And their Wo+ 
men like the Sport ſo wel), that they ſeta 
Token at their Doors, and never take it 
down till they are all departed, and then' 


( their ſortiſh Cuckolds may bave tree Acceſs. 


+ They of Caſcar are as much' given to 
that {ally piece of Hoſpitality towards Stran- 
\gers as thoſe of Caindy, for they are never 
kalous,if Strangers partake never ſo largely 
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of their Pyes ; ſo that they may have a Fin- - 


ger init in due ſeaſon. If a man 'be abſenj 
tfom his Habitation'rwenty days the Wo- 
man tmay marry another Husband : The 
Men may likewiſe do ſo in their Wiyes Ab- 
ſence, | . 
: The Canarins, which inhabit the land 
of Goa, worſhip a certain Idol likea Wo- 
man all naked : When they havea mind to 
beſtow their Daughters in Marriage, upon 
any Man, the Parents uſe to conduct their 
Daughters towards that Ido], where they 
rform their antick Devotions, after which 
they are beftowed upon them that promiſe 
the moſt, As for their Nuptial Rites and 
Ceremonies of Marriage, we have made 
mention. of them before, when we treated 
of the Solemnities of the Marriages uſed 
amongſt the Chriſtians of the City of Go. 
The Negro:s of Africa, Inhabitants of 
the Kingdom of Serroligng.have, in every 
Town and City,a large Houſe; like a Nun- 
nery, appointed for young Maids to dwell 
in together, and+to _ be inſtructed in all 
manner of ' Civil Deportment, and good 
Houſewifery. They have there ſeveral 
graye Matrons, with a Venerable old Man, 
who is Preſident over all, that have a ſpe- 


cigl care F theſe Probationers. At the Years the 


; End theſe young Maids come out together, 
wy ſs 
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as fine'as their Hands can make then, and 


| coming to the moſt publick Place of tlie 


City they:dance there at the Sound of fe- 
veral Sorts of Inſtruments.'i'Their Parents 
are there preſent, and: the .young Bachel- 
lors reſort thither as toia Fair; every one 
making his choice of her! he liketh beſt, but 
he muſt pay ſomething to her Father before 
he can have her away. He mult alſo beſtow 
ſome Gratuity upon the Pretident of the 
ſaid. Place, in confideration-of his Care: for 
ber Entertainment and Education : Which 
being done; without any. moreComplements, 
every one carricth\away'his own Bride 'to 
bis Lodging, where they. make very mer! 
ry. | A 1 +37 2J1L7 
In the Kingdem! of Gummey, as foon>as 
their Sons'are came to Maturity of Age, the: 
Parents goa -Woorng . for: them-and. bring) 
them Women, which their Children rare 
obliged to accept, ef,' although they »iever 
kw their Faces before! The Maids' Parents 
give her fourteen ounces of Gold: for- het 
artion; And. this Cuſtora is ſo: ſtrictly obs 
ſerved amongſt thern, that: even. their! petty 
Kings allow no. larger Portion to their.own 
ghters, cxcepting.only that they:allow 
1v{ome Slaves.; to wait ; upon ther, E+ 
very Maid, . that is to be- married amoggſt 


dutiful 
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dutiful to her future Husband, and thar ſhe 


ſhall nevef violate her Conjugal Fidelity : 
Ag tor the Men they never uſe :to require 
any ſueh Oath from them. 


\Marcaver if, after their Marriage, the 


Man berh been fa:tbrifry a Husband- as ro 
have gat Wealth! fufficienr for the main- 
tenancr of anotber-Wite,. he may! take a+ 
nother, provided that rhe former- give” her 
Conſent to-ir,) HE miuft alſo allow 'her a 
gertain; weight ot Gold- for ber Good will; 
$9 that he may afterwards. marry another, 
bur.ſhe is reputed; rather: as. his Concubine, 
than as his lawhil: Wife ; and when'rhis 
ſceand Wife begins ta grow: in' Years, he 
caſts her off, as an Almanack out of Dart; 
andr:marries, another. He: norwichſtandin 
190bliged to keeps: always th2 Firſty who uy 
the only Miſtreſs; having) the : Command 
over all tis Farmly, 

- The People ob the Empire of Monome- 
tapannithe lower Er biopia, marry as many 
Wives as they can maintain, bur the. for- 
mer is always lookt upon 'as the moſt” Ho- 
nourable, and her Children only-may. chak 
lenge every one: a part of their Parents'/Ins 
hevitance : As for the: other Women «they 
are bound'to wait upon her and obferveher 


Dire&ions and Commands. No man itay | y.. 


marry a Maid until fhe be capable” of Cons 


ceprion | 
| 


| 
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| ception.2. Wherefore as ſoon as the Parents 


perceive.any ſuch Marks' by their Daugh-: 
rers, they'make very merry in their Fami-: 
lies, The Maids/go. naked till aimoſt that; 
time; bur. when they are- to marvy,. they 
theb put an thini Cloths) made; of fine Cora 
ton; and afterwards,” when they! have bore - 
any Children, they cover their Breaſts: 
with a Piece of Woollen Cloth; - P! 
| Fhe intiabitancs of the land; of Zocotora 
inc Africa marry as many: Women as they: 
| Pirate, and.when they have their Belly,full 
of ther, they: drive--them, tovthe Market, 
where they truck. then fog others, |as we do' 
our Catrel: | nd 11 
Fhe' People: ob Canads: may; | if. they: 
phaſe, take many Wives; they! momnitithss! 
\ funding: are well/contented wah-one:fobly.: 
- As for them of: Saaya they have many; : 
not ſo@ much. for to fartkte; thaas-appetite, as - 
for to: increaſe” their Grandeur; for they re- 
pureit honourable to:chave: many: Friends, 
Allies-and Children, 'The' Fathers beſtow 
nothing-upon their Daughters: on the cons: 
trary\hothatewiltthave any! af) them, muſt»; 
' make\ (onte:Profencs tothe "Maids; Parents, 
iccording torhpr:Quality and; Beaury, They! : 
make-preat:Solemaiticy at theirr: Weddings: : 
For belides Feaſting, Balling arid Dancing, 
they make Nuptial Haranghes & Epirhals- 
- Ss. We 
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mums, if any married Woman be ſurpriſed 
in Adultery, both ſhe and her Rsffian are in 
great Jeopardy of their Lives. But as for 
their Maids, they are very favourable to- 
wardsthem 4 for thay repute their Inſtru- 
ments never the: more jarring,' or the leſi 

Muſical, although their jolly-Gallants have 
plaid never ſo many Courants upon their 
Fiddles before Marriage. ; 

+ Amongſt the. People of Florida ho rhan 
1s/ permitted to' marry above "one. Wo- 
rai, their:Kings and Nobles only except- 
ed; who may have two or three Wives, 
but upon this condition, that the Firſt ſhall 
be always eſteemed as the Lady-paramount 
amongſt the other, 'and that her Children - 
lone ſhall challenge their Parents: Honours: 
and Inheritances. Their Womer are” very! 
thrifty Houſwives, very careful to improve 
every thing ta:the beſt advantage of their 
Families; and-never uſe to lie with 'their 
Husbands after Conception. | 

As for the Iflanders of Cuba, before their 
Ifland was depopulated, they married ma-': 
ny Women, : bur they did uſe to leave: their! 


Wives at pleaſhife, rhe Women [alſo ufing':' 


the fame Libefty. Their Caciques:marry as: 
many Women as they lift, but they have 
this Cuſtom altogether extraordinary,whick ' 
is, that when arly of them is ' married; of 
SM t 
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the Men that are invited tojthis Wedding,are 
obliged totry their Manhoods upon the Bride» 
This Cuſtom is obſerved not only amongſt the 
common Sort of People, but alſo among(t 
them of the belt Quality, | 

The People of Mexico, before they had 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith, were married 
in this manner. The Bridegroom and Bride 
went together to their Idol Temple, and pre- 
ſented themſelves before the Prieſt who, rak- 
ing them both by the hand, did defire them to 
let him know their pleaſure 3 which (having 
known, he preſent'y took a Corner of the 
Vail, wherewith the Brides Head was cover- 
ed, and faſtned it to the Corner of the 
Bridegrooms Gown ; and being fo bound to- 
gether conducted them to the Brides Houle, 
where a great Fire was madeready ; & being 
come near that Fire, the ſaid Prieſt led them 
ſeven times about it. After which Ceremony 


theMarriage was cnded, and then they betuok 


themſelves to Feaſting. 


The Llnhabirants of Civela, otherwiſe called 
New Grenada, never marry but one Woman 
at once, but they take the liberty to ſead her 
away at pleaſure, and marry another; the 


Women alſo enjoy the fame Priviledge, for in 


caſe their Husbands be not fo liberal and kir.d- 


hearted, as to ſpare from their own Bellies to 
Put it into theirs, then all the Far is in the 
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Fire, 8 they will preſently ſeek better Maſlers. 
The People of Cumana uſe to ſend their 


young Daughters to their Peaces, orPrieſts, to- 


be inſtructed by them, and to learn their 
Duty towards their future Husbands, The 
Nobles of that Country take as many Waves 
2s they pleaſe, & are ſo extraordinary Cour- 
reous towards Strangers that they, ſtanding at 
their Doors, will invite Paſſengers, whom 
they not only delight to regale at their Tables, 
bur will beſtow their faireſt Women upon 
them allo to ſolace thern at Night, 

They of Paria, may alſo have many 
Wives, but the Firſt married 1s always the 
Chief among them. They of the meaneſt Sort 
have commenly three or four, but when they 
begin to be old, they turn them off, and take 


others more young : The Prieſts afterwards 
inſtru them, according to. the cuſtoms of 


rhoſe of Cumar:a, 

The Inhabitants of Caribe marry after the 
fame faſhion, only, the day of the Marriage 
and ſome days after, they bring out the new 


married Bride into theWoods with a mighty 


Noiſe, driving and killing all they meet, 
The Topinanboes, Inhabitants of Braſ#l,in the 
South parts of America, when they marry, 
reſpe& only the firſt degree of Father, Mo- 
ther, Brother, Siſter, Son and - Daughter ; 


far there the Uncle may freely marry his own 
DIET Neice 
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Nicce, They take fo many Wives as they 
pleaſe, and the more they have, the. more 
valiant and vigorous are they eſtcemed. 
Though they have one they chiefly love, yer 
the reit are not at all Jealous, or at leaft. cif- 
cover it not, for they labour in their Imploy- 
ments, and live together in Peace. As tor 
Ceremonies, they have none, ſave that he 
who comes to fee a Maid, or other Woman, 
defires her of her Father, or neareſt Relation 
and ( after having diſcovered their Suit, and 

ot their Conſent ) takes her along with. him 
as his Wife. It's ordinary amongſt them, chiet- 
ly thoſe of Quality, to promiſe their Daugh- - 
ters in Marriage, when they arevery young ; 
and afterwards give them to thoſe, ro whom 
they are promiſed, who take them according 
co the Cuſtom of the-Country, The Husband 
may repudiate, and put away, his Wife at 
pleaſure, when ſhe offends him: And like- 
wiſe when the Wite deſigns to part from her 
Husband ſke tells him ( in their Tongue ) 
DI bawve no more to do with thee, I'll go ſearch 
for another. T'he Husband ( withour troubling 


' himſelf ) anſwers, Escoam, go where thou 


wilt, The Woman may give her ſelf immes 
diately to another Man, having the fame Pri- 
viledge to put away her ſecand Huzband. 

The Inhabitants of Peru, before they be- 
come Catholick, have many Wiyes,. but of 
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thoſe there is but one whom they reckon the 
Lawful Wife. "The Bridegrocm on the day 
of Marriage went to ker Houſe and, bringing 
her to his own Habiration, he 01d put on her 
Feer ſome kind of open Shoes made with a 
fort of Ruſhes, which be called, in their own 
Language, Ortoya ; which being done, ſhe 
was honoured as the Miftriſs-paramount, all 
the other Women Concubines obeying and 
ferving her, and the ItJue of her Body was 
onely capable of Inheritance, 

The Itatins and Varack's, inhabiting the 
Country of Sana Cruz, did likewiſe marry as 
many Women as they covid maintain : An 
U icle doth ofrentimes marry his own Neece, 


When their Daughters are yet but twelve 


Months old, their Parents look for Husbands 
for them, they alſo chooſe him that is next of 
Kin in the ſecond degree. "The Parents hav- 
mg thus made choice of a Husband tor their 
Daughter, they goto his Habitation, preſent- 
ing kim with a Bow andArrows, and a Mat- 
rocks Pledges of the Matrimonial Contract; 
If the ſara Perſon accepted of them, he is 
lookt up3n 25 the Son-in-law, and is preſent- 
ly conducted to his Father-in-Laws houſe, 
there to remain and manage the bulineſles of 
his Family, until his future Bride hath ar 
attained to Maturity of Age, But in caſe that 
a young Man hath any Aﬀection for a Maid 
—_ cg which 
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Which never was offered to him, he then 
makes his application to her Parents, and 
preſenteth them witha bundle of Sticks : If 
they receive it, it is an evident token toat 
they are well pleaſed with his motion, and 
preſently they admit him into their own 
Honſe. As ſoon as a Woman 1s married a- 
movgſt them, her firſt care is to make two 
winding Sheets, one for her Husband and the 
other for her ſeif: A commendable Example 
for all Chriſtians to follow ; the remembrance 
of our Mortality being a prevalent Antidote 
againft all peſtiJential Diſeaſes of the Soul. 

In Guiana otherwiſe called Nova Andalu- 
fra, the common Sort of People muſt be con + 
tented with one Diſh, but as for their Nobles 
they may enjoy Variety of Women; the 
have the fame Marriage-Ceremonies, as thoks 
of Peru. But, as England is eſteemed the Para 
diſe of Women, fo on the contrary thar 
Country 1s their. Purgatory ; for Women are 
put to all manner of Drudgery, their conditi- 
on being litcle better than our eommon Ser- 
vants, or Chamber-Maids. 

There is a kind of Peoplein Syria called 
Druſes, which ſome Authors have reckon'd 
amongſt Chriſtians, but which are neither 
Jews nor Chriſtians, but rather a Crew of 
Barbarous Mongrels; for they marry their 
Mothers Davghters and Siſters witbout any 
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regard at all : The reaſon they alledge for - this 
Barbarous brurality is, that they have begotten 
Children for their own uſe, and not for others, 
and that no body ought to forbid them the 
enjoyment of that which is Naturally their 
own. They have ſome Holy Days in the year, 
wherein their Men and Women aflemble 
themſelves in a publick place, where they are 
extreamly Jovial, for after their Feaſting and 


Balling, they begin another kind of Dance, - 


borrowing one anothers Wives, 

The Eaftera Fapannois, otherwiſe called 
Wild Lopps, contra&t Marriage in this man- 
ner: The day of ihe Wedding being come, all 
the Bridegrooms Friends,and Relations, refort 
to his Tent, and being gathered together, the 
Bridegroum goes to his Brides Tent, and 
brings her to his own ; where being come, 
he in the preſence of all the aſſembly, taking a 
Steel with a Flint, ſtrikes Fire with all his 
force, and the more Fire appears, the more 
fortunate they judge him, looking upon 
that as a happyPreſage of his futureProſperi* 
ty: ThisCeremony ended, theMarriage is con- 
cluded: Then they caufe the Bride, clothed 
with Zibellins and Hermines, to be ſett upon-a 
tamed Boar ; the Bridegroom, being. clothed 
with Bear Skins, goes a foot by her fide, all 
their Relations following with joyful Accla- 
mations, wiſhing them all Proſperity, and a 
numerous 
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numerous Off-Spring, Being come to their 
Tent they feaſt and dance, which being 
done, they begin to ſing the Elogiums oft 
their deceaſed Hero's, and eminent Captains, 
renowned amongſt them for their valorous 
Atchievements in Warlike affairs. As ſoon as 
they have made an end of their Songs, the 
Bridegroom, Bride , and all their Gueſts, caft 
themſelves on the ground, in a pitiful man- 
ner, weeping, ſobbing and lamenting the 
Frailry of their Nature and Mortality. About 
half an hour after, the Inftruments begin a- 
gain to play, and every one riſe up to renew 
the Dance. 

In the South part of theWorld, commonly 
called Magel/anica, when a Man hath Aﬀect- 
ion for a Woman, he goes to her Relations, 
to ask them their good will 3; which having 
obtained he, without any further Ceremony, 
takes her along with him, and they Cohabit 
together like Husband and Wife. Their Re- 
lations aflemble themſelves the next day for 
to feaſt and make merry; after hat the Brides 
Relations ofter her ſome Preſems, which the 
Bridegroom receiveth with thankfulneſs :The 
Womenamongſt them praQtiſe the ſameTrade 
as their Husbands. If any of them chance'ro 
ring Changes, and play foul with anether 
Man;then herHusband ſends her away to her 


Parents, who preſently ſhave off all theHair | 
G 4 of. 


(104) 
df her Head ; and in caſe ſhe, turning a Con- 
Vert, will return to her Husband, he not- 
withſtanding never will vouchſaſe to honour 


© her with his Bed, but ſhe muſt reſt contented 


to ſerve him, and do all manner ofDrudgery. 

Having p:rformed my task (gentle Reader) 
and, as I hope, in part contented thy Curoſi- 
ty about theſe Nuptial Ceremonies; a part 
of whichlhave been a Witneſs to, & of others 
have received credibleInformations from ſun- 
dry grave Authors and Travellers: Nothing 
remaineth, but that 1 Pray the God of all U- 
mity and Concord, in Mercy to heal all our 
Breaches, to the end that our Church may 
appear like a Bride, all Glorious within, rea- 
dy to attend upon Chriſt her Bridegroom, to 
whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be 
all Honour and Glory, World without End. 
Amen; 


